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TIME FOR A NEW GARAGE DOOR? 

GREAT NEWS!! 

YOU'VE GOT YOUR TIMING SPOT ON! 

The electronic rollei^door is possibly the most popular 
garage door by a mile. There are obvious reasons why; space 
saving, extra width, extra height, neat and compact, totally 
secure, reliable and safe, maintenance free - the list goes on... 
Many companies charge between **£2500 and £3000 for a 
Rolling Garage Door. But when it comes to quality and price, 
We are possibly the best in the UK - by a mile!! We are 
one of the biggest UK door manufacturers. You will see, with us 
you will save yourselves ££££s for a truly fantastic new door. 

**£2500! OUR PRICE £875!! 

NOW ONLY £799 

INCLUDING FITTING: LIMITED TIME ONLY 

PREPARE TO BE IMPRESSED: 

• Totally bespoke, made to measure!! 

• We take away your old door FREE OF CHARGE 

• Top quality Electric Operated Rolling Garage Door 

• Double skinned top quality insulated aluminium 

• Totally maintenance free 

• So neat & compacted & space-saving, giving you extra 
width & extra height 

• White as standard, other colours available 

• Roller Garage Doors, Absolute Top quality garage door, 
for lower than UK High Street DIV retailers 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS SPECIAL DEAL 

CALL NOW 01245 360700 
www.roller-shutter-doors-uk.co.uk 
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KCC plays a risky game 
with 15% pay increase 


REGARDLESS of whether you work 
in the public or private sector, it is 
everyone’s ambition to see their pay, 
if not rise, then at least keep track of 
inflation. 

After all, we don’t work just for the 
sheer fun of it - we do it to keep a roof 
over our heads and provide for our 
nearest and dearest. 

For most of us, a pay rise in many 
sectors today happens about as often 
as a Brit winning Wimbledon. 

For politicians, on the other hand, 
the issue of remuneration is one laced 
with toxicity. 

MPs are frequently slammed 
for calls to see their own 
salaries lifted. And, in most 
cases, it’s not unreasonable. 

They work long, hard, hours 
in jobs which not only are 
high-pressured but sacrifice 
a little of their privacy too. 

They deserve a strong pay 
packet. 

But then don’t we 
all feel that? All 
feel that we work 
long, hard hours | 




and deserve money that reflects the 
effort and expertise we deliver? Just 
that if we’re all struggling and not 
seeing a rise, there’s an equally 
strong argument to say ‘you may 
deserve it, but we can’t afford it’. 
That’s the delights of capitalism for 
you. Sometimes it shines, sometimes 
it’s cloudy. 

All of which brings us to Kent 
County Council, where councillors 
opted not to lift their pay by the 1.5 
per cent recommended, but by a 
bumper 15 per cent. Paul Carter was 
quick to point out they’d not had a 
rise in eight years and some had 
even take a five per cent cut. 
But, again, so have lots of us. 
That’s modern life for you. 

The reality is that when 
the council wants sympathy 
over its plight of declining 
funding - sympathy it deserves 
- whacking its own pay packets 
up by such a colossal 

amount simply isn’t 
the way to do it. 

, Perhaps time for 
a rethink? 


■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, or via complaints@ipso. 
co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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Garden Centre 

Family Run Garden Centre 


We specialise in Buxus, Topiary and other 
specialist large shrubs including 
Mediterranean palms and olive trees 

Best quality plants at the 
most reasonable prices 

Stones Garden Centre Halfway Road, Sheerness, 

Kent ME12 3AA 

01795 580411 • info@stonesgardencentre.co.uk 
www.stonesgardencentre.co.uk 

Open 8am - 5:30pm 7 days a week 
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Fury as councillors vote 
to increase pay by 15% 

By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


A VOTE to increase councillors’ 
allowances by a staggering 15 per 
cent has been slammed as 
“preposterous” by opposition 
members. 

In a report by Kent County 
Council’s member remuneration 
panel, a rise of 1.5 per cent was 
proposed, which would see 
councillors pick up £13,000 
compared to £12,805 which they 
are currently paid. 

However, Conservative members 
instead called for a rise of £1,920, 
in a move which sparked fury 
across the chamber. 

The argument put forward by 
Tory councillors was that a hike 
was needed to attract younger 
candidates, in order to bring more 
diversity to County Hall and 
challenge the perception that 
councillors are all “men over the 
age of 65”. 

They also insisted the role of an 
elected member could no longer be 
considered ‘part-time’, as it 
required many members to pull 
weeks of at least 30 hours, and that 
should be reflected in their 
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CONFLICT: County Hall was divided following the highly controversial decision 


allowances. 

Opposition councillors, however, 
disputed the proposal, with 
Labour’s Tan Dhesi describing it as 
“preposterous” and fellow Labour 
councillor, Dara Farrell, the young¬ 
est member at County Hall, saying 
he “cannot look my neighbours in 
the eye and say I voted for an 
increase in my pay”. 

Leader of the Liberal Democrat 
opposition, Rob Bird, said “it is 
wrong and it will be seen by the 


people of Kent as wrong”, while 
Trudy Dean added: “This is a 
disgraceful move - a 15 per cent 
increase without a word to the 
electorate before they went out to 
vote for them.” 

The move was so controversial, it 
even caused Conservative council¬ 
lor Jeremy Kite to vote against his 
own party, as he told colleagues: 

“ [The public] will not understand 
that we are able to set our remu¬ 
neration level and set it like this.” 


Despite Cllr Kite’s rebellion, 
however, the Tories still won the 
vote comfortably, after securing a 
huge chamber majority following 
the local election in May. 

Council leader Paul Carter said: 
“Why should we have to tolerate a 
freeze on the allowances that were 
set in 2008? 

“It hasn’t reflected the cost of 
living increases and pay increases 
that everybody else has had, except 


Fines for absent pupils dips 
but authority owed £40,000 


Hospitals to get urgent 
care hubs to ease strain 
on A&E departments 


CENTRES for urgent, but not 
emergency treatment, are set to open 
at two west Kent hospitals in a 
radical shake-up of the way health¬ 
care is provided. 

The new Urgent Treatment 
Centres, which will be open round- 
the-clock, will be created alongside 
the A&E departments at Maidstone 
and Tunbridge Wells hospitals. 

It will allow patients with urgent 
issues to be seen by GPs or nurses, 
while freeing up time in emergency 
departments for consultants and 
their teams. 

Mental health workers, social care 
workers and therapists will all be 
part of the teams offering advice and 
support to patients. 

Building work on the centres is 
due to start later this year at both 
hospitals thanks to £645,000 of NHS 
England funding and to support its 
development, the current out of 
hours GP services at Tonbridge 
Cottage Hospital, Sevenoaks Hospital 
and Cranbrook are being reviewed. 


The relocation of the current out of 
hours bases will be in a phased 
approach, starting with Tonbridge 
Cottage Hospital by September 30 
this year, followed by Cranbrook, 
with Sevenoaks anticipated to be 
re-located by April 1, 2019. 

The proposals are due to be 
discussed at a public meeting at West 
Kent College, Tonbridge, on July 18 
from 4pm until 7pm. 

Dr Mark Whistler, urgent care lead 
for NHS West Kent Clinical Commis¬ 
sioning Group, said: “We have 
known significant numbers of people 
come to A&E when they don’t have a 
strict medical need to do so, because 
they don’t know what else to do. 

“Once these centres are open, 
patients who come to the hospital but 
need to see a nurse or GP, will do so. 

“Then if it turns out their case is 
more serious than it might appear, 
they can be swiftly moved into A&E. 

“Meanwhile, A&E teams will be 
able to concentrate on giving the 
specialist care only they can provide.” 


THE number of fines issued to 
parents for taking their children out 
of Kent schools has been slashed in 
half on the previous year, but the 
county council has been unable to 
collect more than £40,000 of those 
penalties. 

From September 2016 to July 
2017,1,221 parents were fined for 
unauthorised absences, compared 
to 3,504 in 2015/16 and 4,726 in 


POLICE are urging 999 callers to 
‘ ‘think first’ ’ before calling after a 
flood of non-emergency calls 
including one asking for informa¬ 
tion about a car being sold. 

Another caller from Dartford 
called to complain of bad driving, 
which had happened 10 minutes 
prior to the phone call. 

Ch Supt Nicola Faulconbridge, 
head of crime and incident 


2014/15. 

The drop is as a result in a 
change of policy to prosecute only 
parents whose child’s attendance at 
school falls to 90 per cent or below, 
following a court case in which a 
parent was excused a fine for 
taking his daughter on holiday in 
term time because the child’s 
attendance was better than 90 per 
cent. 


response at Kent Police, said: ‘ ‘We 
want people to think whether their 
call really does constitute a real 
emergency. Every inappropriate 
call to 999 puts the lives of people 
in a genuine emergency at risk.’ ’ 
During a seven-hour shift last 
month, 70 of the 158 calls to 999 
were found to be inappropriate and 
not needing an emergency 
response. 


Warning over 'inappropriate 1 
999 emergency police calls 
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Steiner school confirms it will close this year 


THE Canterbury Steiner School in Chartham is to close 
in December, just weeks after announcing its future 
was secure. 

The school, which charges up to £3,138 per term, 
offers its own unique curriculum, claiming to consider 
the physical, emotional, spiritual and individual needs 
of each child through the learning process. 


School leader Tessa Carias said: “We are very sad 
we are to close. Although all attempts have been made 
to continue the Steiner Waldorf education we offer, we 
can no longer financially sustain the school on the 
present site. 

“We sincerely hope it becomes possible for Steiner 
education to continue in some future form in Kent.” 


Manston Airport hopes 
fly after ruling on future 
use of buildings on site 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


PLANS to change the use of four 
buildings on the former Manston 
Airport site were this week rejected 
- fuelling hopes it could one day see 
flights returning. 

Bosses at site owners Stone Hill 
Park (SHP), which aims to deliver 
2,500 homes and leisure facilities, 
applied to change the use of the 
buildings from aviation use only. 

However, inspector Matthew 
Nunn concluded that “the proposals 
would conflict with the council’s 
current approach to the location of 
new development within the air¬ 
port, which is consistent with na¬ 
tional policy”. 

While it comes as a boost for cam¬ 
paigners working to re-open the air¬ 
port, including RiverOak Strategic 
Partners, which is currently consult¬ 
ing with the public on its plans to sub¬ 
mit an application for a development 
consent order (DCO) of the land, SHP 
chiefs insist the decision by the Plan- 



UNCERTAIN: Manston Airport 

ning Inspectorate does not affect the 
progress of its proposals. 

A planning application has al¬ 
ready been submitted and is expect¬ 
ed to be heard by Thanet District 
Council later this year. 


RSP claims its own plans for avia¬ 
tion could create up to 30,000 jobs 
but there have been concerns after 
bosses admitted there would be 
some night flights. 

SHP spokesman Ray Mallon said: 
“We believed the case put forward 
was compelling and I am somewhat 
surprised at the decision, as approv¬ 
al would have brought an immedi¬ 
ate jobs boost to the area. 

“Thanet District Council withdrew 
its original objections and a decision 
in our favour would not have com¬ 
promised the possibility of a DCO be¬ 
ing brought forward by RSP. 

“It is therefore a mystery to me as 
to why the Planning Inspectorate 
has reached this decision, which in 
my opinion is flawed and an error of 
judgement on the part of the inspec¬ 
tor concerned.” 

An RSP spokesperson said: “We’re 
delighted. RiverOak remains certain 
that Manston has a vibrant future as 
an airport and we intend to make 
sure it delivers on its full economic 
and employment potential for the 
east Kent region.” 


PASSENGERS who regularly use 
Ebbsfleet and Ashford international 
stations are being warned to expect 
busier trains over the coming weeks 
with thousands set to flock to the capital 
for big athletics championships. 

Both are on the high speed route and 
are likely to see a significant rise in 
passenger numbers during July and 
August with people travelling to the 
Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park in 
Stratford for the World Para Athletics 
- which is already under way - and the 
IAAF World Championships. 

Southeastern says it is running more 
trains during this time to get people 
home after the events but are warning 
passengers to allow extra time to travel 
as peak services in the morning and 
evening are already busy. 

Rail chiefs say high speed stations 
may have queuing systems in place to 
ensure maximum safety and are 
reminding passengers to keep personal 
belongings with them at all times, keep 
valuables in inner pockets and ensure 
any bags have all zips and fasteners 
closed. 

The World Para Athletics runs until 
July 23. The World Athletics Champion¬ 
ship at the same venue runs through 
August 5 to 13. Around 500,000 people 
are expected to attend. 


Chance to see plans 
of £ 32 m road scheme 


Rollercoaster out of 
action for a week 


Watchdog probe into 
Masood concludes 


w Download your free 

Kent News iPhone 
and iPad App available 
at the Apple App Store 

□ 13 

n Follow us on 
Twitter @kosmedia or 
Facebook KOS Media 


DETAILS of a £32 million project to widen a key 
road in Ashford will be on show this week. 

Kent County Council announced earlier this 
year it was to widen the A28 Chart Road between 
the Tank and Matalan roundabouts in preparation 
for the Chilmington Green development which 
will see around 5,750 homes being built over the 
next 25 years. 

People will be able to get an update on the 
scheme at Singleton Environment Centre on July 
19 and at Godinton Village Hall on July 20. 

Visitors on July 19 will also be able to take part 
in the Chilmington Green draft community 
development strategy consultation being held by 
Ashford Borough Council and its partners. 

Subject to the acquisition of the remaining 
parcels of land required for the scheme, construc¬ 
tion work is expected to start in early 2018 and 
take about 18 months to complete. If KCC has to 
use its compulsory purchase powers, then the 
start of the scheme may be delayed until 2019. 


THE Scenic Railway at Dreamland will be out of 
action to visitors, just as the summer holidays kick off 
later this month. 

Work on the UK’s oldest wooden rollercoaster will 
take place from July 24 to 28 to replace a section of the 
rope on one of the ride’s lift hills. 

Though it is scheduled maintenance, it comes at a 
crucial time for the recently-revamped leisure 
complex in Margate. It will also remind park-goers 
how the ride - the park’s showpiece - was out of action 
for five months last year. 

However, bosses are putting a brave face on it, 
claiming the work will provide added interest for 
visitors to the park, who will be able to watch 
professional craftsmen executing a traditional 
process. 

During this period, Dreamland is offering anyone 
who buys an unlimited ride wristband - either in 
advance or on the day - one of the park’s newly 
launched Dream Passes preloaded to the value of £5 
for use on food and drink. 


AN investigation into the shooting of Kent-bom 
terrorist, Khalid Masood, by the police watchdog has 
ended. 

The Independent Police Complaints Commission 
(IPCC) said it had completed its probe into the 
shooting outside the Houses of Parliament on March 
22 and has passed its report to the coroner and the 
Met Police. 

Masood, who was bom in Dartford and went to 
school in Tunbridge Wells was killed by police after 
he drove his car through pedestrians on Westminster 
Bridge and then stabbed former Bromley PC Keith 
Palmer in an attack which killed five people. 

IPCC deputy chair, Sarah Green, said: “Our 
investigation has now concluded and our report into 
the shooting has been provided to both HM Coroner 
and the Met. The position has remained throughout 
the investigation that no police officers were ever 
under investigation. The IPCC and the Met Police 
followed agreed working arrangements related to 
terrorism incidents which worked well.’ ’ 
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Centre calls on parking firm 
to review Fremlin price hikes 



SHOPS: Pressure is growing for car parking charges to be reduced 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


SHOPPING centre Fremlin Walk says it is “in 
discussions” with its car park operator after 
shoppers were left fuming following a sud¬ 
den major price hike. 

The multi-storey car park, connected to 
the Maidstone town centre complex, intro¬ 
duced the increase this week. 

Now on Friday and Saturday, a half hour 
stay will cost £3.50. It used to be £3 for two 
hours. Those two hours will now cost £5. 

Stay over four, and it is £10, but visit for 30 
minutes on Sunday and Monday and it will 
cost £1. Stay for three hours on Friday or 
Saturday, and the price is £8, whereas before 
it was £5 for four hours. 

The charges also appear complex with 
three time zones across a week, all with var¬ 
ying fees, although none allow for parking 
over eight hours. 

One angry shopper told KoS it was the “fi¬ 
nal nail in the coffin” for the town centre. 

A spokesman for the shopping complex 
said: “We are currently in discussions with 
our car park operator, Indigo, with regards 
to the recent pricing changes at the shop¬ 
ping centre. We are determined to deliver a 
high quality service for our local community 
at a competitive rate, and therefore we will 


be seeking a resolution to ensure our centre 
remains accessible and affordable for all.” 

Indigo Park Services, based in Watford, 
took over the car park in 2010. 

The company is blaming what it calls “un¬ 
sustainable” increases in its own costs, in¬ 
cluding rent and business rates at the 
760-space site. 

The parking company, said: “We would 
like to reassure customers that we have 
made every effort to keep these increases as 
modest as possible, and we thank them for 


their understanding. We will continue to 
run the car park safely and securely to the 
high standards that customers expect.” 

Maidstone Borough Council said: “We 
were informed of the increase to car park¬ 
ing charges by Indigo who manage the car 
park on behalf of Fremlin Walk. This is a 
commercial decision that has been taken 
by their management company. 

“The council offers a full range of car 
parking options including short and long 
stay options to suit all budgets.” 


1 

Rogue trader alert as 
three are arrested 

MAIDSTONE residents are being warned to be 
on their guard against rogue traders and bogus 
callers after men tried to con a man in his 90s out 
of a large amount of money by claiming to repair 
his driveway. 

The incident occured on July 6 in the Mote 
Avenue area and saw men demand cash in 
advance of work. Three people have been 
arrested on suspicion of fraud. 


Offices boost as part 
of £72m regeneration 

PLANS to develop more than 20,000 square feet of 
office space have been unveiled as part of a £72m 
redevelopment of Tunbridge Wells town centre. 

The proposals, which are currently being 
considered as part of wider plans to revamp the 
civic centre, theatre and car park, include new 
council offices. 


Alt-J show switched 

A SHOW by the band alt-J at Margate’s Dreamland 
has been switched to the Winter Gardens. 

The show by the indie three-piece had been due to 
play at the Hall By The Sea venue on September 5. 

A spokesperson told us: “Dreamland along with 
the promoter have taken the decision to move the 
event due to the high demand and because of the 
capacity constraints of the venue.” 



THE 

SUMMER 

SALE 

WITH INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


Clarkes 

furnishing your home 


01622 753073 I clarkesfurnishers.co.uk 
Visit us at Sandling Road, 
Maidstone, ME14 2RF 
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Fundraising in memory of 
tragic Molly hits £10,000 



FRIENDS and family of the student 
who was brutally murdered in a 
Chatham shopping centre car park 
last month, have now raised more 
than £10,000. 

Molly McLaren, 23, from 
Cobham, near Gravesend, was 
killed on June 29 near the Dockside 
Outlet Centre after sustaining 
injuries consistent with a stabbing. 

An exercise, sport and health 
education student at the University 
of Kent, she also worked at The 
Leather Bottle pub in her home 
village, where staff described her as 
“a beautiful soul”. 

Joshua Stimpson, 25 and of High 
Street in Wouldham, Rochester, 
was arrested at the scene on 
suspicion of murder and charged 
the following day. 

He was remanded in custody last 


week after appearing via video-link 
from Elmley Prison, Sheppey, at 
Maidstone Crown Court, and will 
next appear in court on September 
18 to enter a plea. A trial start date 
has been set for January 22. 


Friends said: “We want to create 
a legacy in her honour by channel¬ 
ling her passion and drive to create 
the most positive outcome possible 
through the creation of The Molly 
McLaren Foundation.” 


Hearing into lorry park 
plans set for December 


A COURT hearing on contro¬ 
versial plans for a lorry park 
“the size of Disneyland” to ease 
problems caused by Operation 
Stack is due in December, KoS 
can reveal. 

Former chancellor George 
Osborne first announced in 
2015 a £250m pledge to build a 
huge holding area for trucks 
after the county was blighted 
by gridlock two years ago. 

It earmarked the village of 
Stanford, near Folkestone, just 
off the M20 as the ideal location 
for the park, but campaigners 
have vehemently opposed the 
move and launched a judicial 
review against the decision. 

A date for the review was 
originally set for June 27, 
however Theresa May’s decision 
to call a snap general election 
saw progress stall, with the gov¬ 


ernment concerned the new 
administration would need 
time to take stock of the issue. 

Roads chiefs said the hearing 
would not be held before 
October but the government 
has now revealed it is due for 
December, which will be some 
17 months after the Depart¬ 
ment for Transport announced 
its intention to develop the 
facility on the Stanford West 
site. 

While Stack hasn’t been in 
operation since the lorry park 
was first proposed, the uncer¬ 
tainty over trade agreements 
post-Brexit has sparked 
concern that there could be 
delays on a regular basis at 
Kent’s ports and KCC’s trans¬ 
port chief, Matthew Balfour, 
recently called on the govern¬ 
ment to “push on at pace”. 


Gardener wins silver 

THE head of Canterbury Cathedral’s 
gardening team won a silver award at last 
week’s RHS Hampton Court Palace Flower 
Show. 

Philip Oostenbrink, created a Japanese 
garden and walked away with another silver 
to match the one he won in 2016. 


Hospital trust's AGM 

THE Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells NHS 
Trust will review its performance when it 
holds its AGM on September 7. 

Open to the public, it will reflect on the last 
year and field questions from members of 
the public. It takes place at the Academic 
Centre in Maidstone Hospital at 2pm. 


Water pressure drops 

HOUSEHOLDERS in West Mailing may 
notice a drop in water pressure and some 
discolouration as water mains are cleaned 
from Monday. 

The temporary changes may occur while 
’flushing’ of the main pipes are carried out. 
To clear the water leave the tap running. 


TV break for radio star 

BBC Radio Kent presenter Steve N Allen is to 
appear on new BBC satirical TV show The 
Mash Report which starts on July 20. 

The comedian, from Gravesend, will be 
on the show which airs on Thursday at 10pm 
and is penned by the team behind satrical 
website the Daily Mash. 
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FOR BOVS AGED 7 & 8 
11 th NOVEMBER 2017 

ENQUIRIES ARE WELCOME AT ANY TIME 
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Substantial scholarships are awarded 
and choristers benefit from an all-round 
excellent education at St Edmund's 
School Canterbury. 

The Master of Choristers, David Flood, 
is always pleased to meet and advise 
parents and their sons. 


For further details please telephone 

01227 865242 

davidf@canterbury-cathedral.org 
@No1 Cathedral 



NEW 2 BEDROOM LODGE 

SALE ATMARLIE 


ONLY 

£119,995 


We are delighted to offer for sale a stunning two bedroom, two 
bathroom luxury lodge on our new and exclusive development. 

It is fully furnished and ready to move in, with features including: 


Large open plan lounge and 
dining area 

Designer kitchen with a range 
of integrated appliances 
including oven, hob, 
dishwasher, fridge freezer 
and washer/dryer 
Family bathroom with modern 
suite, full size bath and 
overhead shower 


Master bedroom with 
king-size bed, en-suite shower 
and walk in wardrobe 
Second bedroom with walk in 
wardrobe 
Low running costs, 
double glazing and central 
heating 

Finance and Home Exchange 
Available! 


PLUS, all of this is right on your 
doorstep 

Full use of park facilities 
including bar, restaurant 
and indoor pool 
Superb entertainment venue 
Free Wi-Fi internet access 
in club area 
Pet friendly park 


JULY ONLY 
OFFER 

3 YEARS FREE 
PITCH FEES' 


EXCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT - LAST FEW PITCHES! 


Offer valid for 2017, 2018 & 2019 season only, minimum purchase price ap 
2019 at the published rate for the forthcoming season. Offer available on sel 
subject to status, terms & conditions apply. #A holiday home cannot be used 



Find out more about Marlie Holiday Park ' 

Call 

01797 330 406 


www.ParkHolidays.com/marlie-ownership 
Marlie Holiday Park, 
Dymchurch Road, New Romney, 
Kent,TN28 8UE 


ROMNEY WARREN 1 
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Plans for Springfield site 



PROPOSALS: Site plan 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


P LANS to transform a 
former library site in Maid¬ 
stone into a mixed-use de¬ 
velopment including doz¬ 
ens of homes have been 

revealed. 

A public consultation event next 
Thursday will see proposals unveiled 
for 162 apartments, associated park¬ 
ing, dedicated green space and 500 
square metres of community facility 
space - provisionally earmarked for 
use as a new doctor’s surgery and 
nursery. 

The plans are for the Sandling Lane 
plot - formerly home to the KCC 
Springfield Library HQ site. 

The proposed development, given 
the working name of Tennyson Gar¬ 
dens, would be built on land that cur¬ 
rently comprises a series of single and 
two storey buildings as well as a 
13-storey tower block that is unsafe 
for occupation. 

Demolition works were initially 
due to commence in early 2017 how¬ 
ever this has now been delayed fol¬ 
lowing the identification of a large 
amount of asbestos on the external 
facades of the buildings. 

The asbestos is currently undis¬ 
turbed and does not present a risk in 
its current state. 


The site originally gained planning 
consent from Maidstone Borough 
Council to build 100 apartments and 
14 houses with 47 associated parking 
spaces in 2009 and this was later re¬ 
newed in 2014. 

Following liaison with council 
planners, Peker Holding is now seek¬ 
ing to modify its plans - a move that 
will significantly increase the number 


of car parking spaces and community 
facilities being created and retain and 
redevelop more green space. 

Niyazi Albay, CEO of Peker Hold¬ 
ing, said: “We are excited to share our 
initial plans with members of the 
public. 

“I would like to stress that nothing 
has been set in stone at this stage and 
that the feedback and input we re¬ 


ceive at the public consultation event 
will be used to refine our proposals 
ahead of any submission for planning 
permission.” 

The event will take place at St 
Faith’s Hall in Ringlestone on July 20 
and members of the development 
team will be on hand from 3pm to 
7pm to discuss the initial plans and 
answer questions. 


Brexit talks at 
Chevening 

CRUNCH Brexit talks between the 
government and business leaders at 
a Kent mansion last weekend have 
been hailed as “positive”. 

Cabinet members including David 
Davis and Greg Clark descended on 
Chevening House last Friday to meet 
with dozens of business chiefs to 
hammer out a strategy for leaving 
the EU. 

The luxurious 115-room estate in 
leafy Sevenoaks, traditionally home 
to the foreign secretary, has often 
been used by senior government 
figures to wine and dine esteemed 
guests. 

Rex recovered 
in Newcastle 

AN EAGLE which went missing from 
a wildlife centre in Eynsford was 
found some 300 miles away in 
Newcastle earlier this week. 

Rex strayed away from Eagles 
Heights Wildlife Foundation during a 
flying display on July 7 and staff 
struggled to track him after his GPS 
experienced interference, but within 
two days he managed to make his 
way to Newcastle, where he was 
discovered by another animal centre. 


WESTENHANGER 
AUCTION GALLERIES 

HEAD VALUER & AUCTIONEER 
Michael Hogben from BBC & ITV 


LOTS WANTED 

Auction Sale JULY 23 rd 

Antiques, Modern Art, Autographs, Medals, Gold Watches, 
Gold Coins, Silver, Jewellery, Chinese Silver and Amber Beads 

We now offer the best SELLERS selling rates in Kent 

We achieve auction sell rate of over 90% of all lots entered 

Why use the rest when you can have the best. 
FREE VALUATIONS weekday 
9.30 till 3.30 at head office 
01303 81-35-45 or 0777-999-5117 

Live internet bidding on all Auction 


Station House, Stone Street, Westenhanger, Hythe, CT21 4HX 

Website: westenhangerauctioneers.com 
Head office open weekdays 9.30 till 3pm 01303 813545 




Warners Gunton 
Hall 5-day Coach 
Holiday £249 


Now you can have a fantastic 5-day trip to Warner's Gunton Hall 



Holiday Village on the Sunny Suffolk Coast for a very special price in 
early October 

You'll love Warner's Gunton Hall with its stunning 
views. Woodland walks, superb large indoor pool, 
indoor Bowls, Coffee Shop and Chic bar. 

You'll especially like the first-rate nightly 
entertainment in the superb show lounge 
And, you'll really feel at home in your Chalet with 
comfy beds, ensuite bathroom with toiletries, TV, 

Radio, hairdryer, iron, tea/coffee tray - everything 
need! 

Full details... 

Monday: arrive this afternoon. Settle in and I 
forward to dinner and entertainment this evening. 

Tuesday: Trip to historic city of Norwich on market < 


Wednesday: A Cruise on the Norfolk Broads 
Thursday: A big part of your holiday is Gunton itself so today 
is left free for you to relax and enjoy the facilities. 

Friday: A last hearty 'Warners' breakfast before we leave. 

Departs: Monday 9th October £249 

Price includes: 4 nights hotel with 3-course dinner and full 
choice breakfast plus all coach travel trips out as shown. 

Single chalet supplement £30 

Call to book or book online: GBTOURS @ 0151 652 2222 


Our coach departs: Maidstone, 
Sittingbourne, Chatham, Rochester, 
Gillingham, Gravesend - and then to 
Warner's Gunton Hall 
No changing coaches, no endless 
pick-ups. Same coach, same driver 
throughout your holiday - always 
with GBTours. 


www.gbtours.com 


33 years of great-value coach trips. ABTOT Bonded 5076 
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Do you need shelter from the 
rain or shade from the sun? 

VERANDAS, AWNINGS & CARPORTS FROM SBI Ltd 



CALL NOW 0800 0742 721 www.sbiproductsltd.co.uk 
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PLANS: Medway is in need of homes to reduce its waiting lists and this plan has won cross-party support. 

As budgets are cut and houses in 
short supply, is this the answer? 

Medway Council is to create its own property company in order to allow it control over development 
sites across the towns to both stimulate building of much-need homes and generate vital revenues 


PLANS for Medway Council to try 
and alleviate its growing housing cri¬ 
sis by setting up its own property de¬ 
velopment company were rubber- 
stamped this week, writes Tom 
Pyman. 

A report presented to the unitary 
authority’s cabinet sets out proposals 
for the creation of a business to max¬ 
imise the opportunities to invest in, 
or develop, property both within and 
outside of Medway. 

Chiefs hope it will enable the devel¬ 
opment of a number of council- 
owned sites as it looks to bring down 
huge numbers on its waiting list for 
housing. 

Earlier this year, we revealed there 
were a staggering 21,980 people on 
the council’s list in January, with 
1,354 of those joining more than a 
decade ago. 

When challenged, housing bosses 
at the town hall pointed out the regis¬ 
ter includes people who have lived in 
Medway for two years, earn less than 
£50,000 and own assets worth less 
than £50,000. 

On what the council describes as 
the “active housing register”, which 
includes those eligible to bid for 
homes, there were 5,829 applicants 
at the start of 2017 - 404 of which 
were classed as “exceptional priori¬ 
ty”, meaning their bids would be as¬ 
sessed before others on the register. 

Regardless, it was slammed as 
proof of mass under delivery of homes 
in the area over a number of decades. 

And the pressure is building fur¬ 
ther on Medway, with the council re¬ 


cently consulting on its local plan - a 
framework used to shape develop¬ 
ment in the area until 2035 - in 
which regeneration chiefs intend to 
grow Medway’s population from 
276,492 to 330,200 over the next two 
decades. 

That would would require another 
30,000 new homes - 25 per cent of 
which would be affordable housing, 
bosses say. 

Creation of a housing company could 
help speed up that development, partic¬ 
ularly as the council sees a number of 
obstacles currently in its way. 

There is currently planning per¬ 
mission for 7,500 units across the 
borough on sites owned by third par¬ 
ties that are not being brought for¬ 
ward, according to the report. 

Reasons for this non-delivery vary, 
but where the reason for non-delivery 
is due to the commercial interests of 
the land owner or developer, the 
council has a very limited ability to 
encourage activity on the part of 
third parties. 

The idea is growing in popularity 
in council chambers up and down the 
country, with town halls having to 
come up with innovative ways to stay 
ahead of the curve. 

The housing company could also 
provide an income for the council, 
which would be a real boost in an en¬ 
vironment where funding from cen¬ 
tral government is being ruthlessly 
slashed. 

Medway’s Conservative leader 
Alan Jarrett told us he anticipates 
progress on the project to begin to ac¬ 


celerate as early as October. 

“It’s something we’ve been re¬ 
searching for a while, and we’ve 
looked at other local authorities such 
as Wokingham in Berkshire, and the 
London Borough of Harrow, who 
have very successful models,” he said. 

“By October we will be thinking 
about which sites, if any, go into it - 
this is very much a step in the right 
direction. 

“We have got the potential to cut 
down the slice any developer might 
take from 20-30 per cent down to a 
single figure.” 

The proposal appears to have cross¬ 
party backing, as leader of the opposi¬ 
tion Labour group, Vince Maple, told 
us he was equally enthusiastic about 
the plans. 

He said: “The council has got to 
play a proactive role in getting the 
housing crisis dealt with. 

“We have seen too often too many 
contractors - sometimes multi-na¬ 
tional companies - getting planning 
permission and doing nothing with 
it. 

“There are 20,000 on the waiting 
list and that figure is not going down, 
so I broadly welcome the council do¬ 
ing this piece of work and we’ll see 
how quickly it delivers -1 want to see 
spades in the ground as quickly as 
possible. 

“There are a number of sites high¬ 
lighted for regeneration, if they are 
the first, that would be great. 

“While I don’t begrudge a develop¬ 
er making a profit, we have seen an 
increase in them trying to plead pov- 



BUILDING: Council hopes to take 
more control of developments 


erty. 

“For example, the developer at Bat¬ 
tersea Power Station says it can’t af¬ 
ford to build an extra 250 social 
homes, but it turns out they’re set to 
make a profit of £1.8 billion - that is 
unacceptable in my mind. 

“We’ve not seen quite that level 
here in Medway but I have very little 
time for developers who act like that 
- if you can’t afford it, don’t come for¬ 
ward.” 

The possibility of creating new rev¬ 
enue streams for the council is par¬ 
ticularly key with hostility between 
the two parties high following a 
number of controversial recent deci¬ 
sions. 

Earlier this year, Tory chiefs pro¬ 
posed the closure of 19 children’s cen¬ 
tres, in a move which even drew the 
attention of Labour frontbencher, 


Angela Raynor, who described it as 
“an absolute scandal”. 

In protest, opposition members 
boycotted council-run events to com¬ 
memorate the 350th anniversary of 
the Battle of Medway. 

Cllr Maple added: “I would hope 
this generates an income but it de¬ 
pends on the business model. 

“As a concept we are supportive 
and have been for some time - this is 
not a new idea to us, but the numbers 
have got to work. 

“We are moving into a situation 
where, rightly or wrongly, the gov¬ 
ernment grant is being pulled back, 
and in principle we will receive things 
like business rates, but if you can gen¬ 
erate your own income then obvi¬ 
ously that’s a positive.” 

The report does highlight a number 
of risks in the proposal, however, in¬ 
cluding the possibility of a housing 
market crash, and tenants exercising 
their right to buy properties in which 
they are living, at a significant dis¬ 
count. 

The council insists its business case 
outlines actions to avoid or mitigate 
those risks. 

Cllr Jarrett said: “We will just have 
to see how that goes, but a housing 
company gives us more flexibility and 
the chance to maximise your land 
values. 

“Local government has moved on 
rapidly in response to the financial 
climate we’re in as well as the hous¬ 
ing targets we’ve had imposed on us. 

“It sharpens your thinking and the 
sector is learning.” 
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Sunshine 
and crowds 
make show 
a great hit 

More than 80,000 people flocked to 
Detling last weekend with organisers 
delighted with how the event proved 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


MORE than 80,000 people were 
bathed in three days of sun for this 
year’s Kent County Show - with organ¬ 
isers admitting their main concern 
was keeping the livestock cool in the 
glorious hot weather. 

Those behind the annual three-day 
event at the Kent Showground in De¬ 
tling, said they were delighted with the 
turnout to an event where they said 
the only blackspot was a first day acci¬ 
dent on the M20 which caused some 
major traffic snarl ups - as we reported 
last weekend. 

The show manager Lucy Hegarty, 
admitted: “We knew that Friday was 
going to be a challenge for people to get 
to us when we heard that the motor¬ 
way had been closed due to a serious 
accident.” 

In spite of a lower turnout on Friday, 
by the end of the weekend the crowds 
were far higher than expected. 

Keeping an eye on social media 
comments, the organisers are also 
happy with the tone of messages from 


the public. 

The Kent Agricultural Society co¬ 
ordinates the event and said it was 
keen to ensure that animal safety and 
welfare was key during three very 
warm days. The Grand Parade of Live¬ 
stock was cancelled on the first day 
and the vets on site worked hard to en¬ 
sure that animals were kept cool. The 
slighter cooler temperature on Satur¬ 
day and Sunday morning was more 
comfortable for all the livestock on site, 
they said. 

Show chairman Kevin Attwood said 
“We are thrilled with this year’s show, 
the showground looked wonderful, 
visitors were happy and glorious sun¬ 
shine helped to swell visitor numbers. 

“The trade stands this year were ex¬ 
ceptional with many of them offering 
wonderful activities especially for 
younger visitors. This gave the show a 
real family feel and everywhere you 
looked you could see how much fun 
people were having. 

“In particular we are grateful to the 
agricultural machinery stands that 
brought their equipment up to the 
show this year. The displays in the 
area were exceedingly well received by 



LIVESTOCK: The heat caused some shows and parades to be delayed 
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AGRICULTURE : Organisers were particularly impressed with the public reaction to the display of farm machinery 
both past and present which fascinated visitors and drew attention to the county’s rural traditions 
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visitors who were fascinated by the 
technology and innovation that mod¬ 
ern farmers use.” 

One of the event’s highlights was the 
Shetland Pony Grand National which 
captivated the crowds in the main 
ring. 

With full grandstands on all three 
days to see the young riders aged be¬ 
tween eight and 13, there was some 
serious competition and part of a qual¬ 
ifier for the ultimate Shetland Pony 
Grand National at the Olympia Horse 
Show later in the year. 

The Grand Prix Showjumping 
which moved to Saturday was a thrill¬ 
ing competition with Robert Whitaker 
taking the first prize of £3,000. 

Two new classes were added to the 
show jumping which almost doubled 
the number of entries this year to 296. 

Organisers said this year livestock 
entries saw an significant increase 
over previous years. 

That meant more competitions with 
a larger number of animals taking 
part, particularly in the sheep area 
with the highest number of entries 
since 2007. 

Cattle entries were the highest since 
2012 with Folkestone based, J War- 
nock winning Supreme Dairy Cham¬ 
pion and Barwood and Padfield from 
Norfolk winning Supreme Beef Cham¬ 
pion. 

Ms Hegarty added: “The increased 
livestock entries, fantastic show 
weather, wonderful displays and dem¬ 


onstrations gave this year’s show a re¬ 
ally vibrant atmosphere and we were 
also delighted to report, in spite of visi¬ 
tor numbers, no problems with the 
traffic flow and car parking. 

“The new food hall had a few teeth¬ 
ing problems which will be looked at 
for next year with the help of exhibitor 


feedback. 

“Whenever there is a large change 
to the layout it takes a few years for 
everyone to get used to the revisions. 
The footfall for our trade exhibitors is 
something we take very seriously.” 

Next year, the show will be run from 
July 6-8. 
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OUR SALE NOW ON! 
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Over 61,000 customers! 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size. ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 

DOUBLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 
£1,512(gft, 

5 WINDOWS 
£1,890“9„ 

6 WINDOWS 
£2,268 (S9„ 

7 WINDOWS 
£2,646 1£9« 


crzirig 

Limited 


Our Sale Now On! 

.Kent's leading double glazing manufacture 





15 % 

OFF ALL 

Conservatories 
& Orangeries 



BEFORE 


mu 


4 

5 

6 
7 


WINDOWS 

£ 1,891 rn 99 *T 

WINDOWS 



Convert your 
conservatory into 
a usable all year 
round sun-porch with 

the SupaLite tiled 


Hily.tWaLTLU 


£2,364 r„99AT 

WINDOWS 


f An extra 

£100 off 

on production 
L of this advert 



£ 2 , 836 ,S9„ 

WINDOWS 


f £ 3,309 

Al inclusive ol bang, survey, guarantee & includes 
PMdngion Energricare saving g^ass. (M you linow triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 


la 


Celebrating over 36 years of 

J beautiful windows...Guaranteed 

' 0% Finance representative available 
upon request subject to status 


The choice is yours! 





Jm 

fir* -•jy. 

HVMl 



A Rated Wirido 

5 Chamber Profile 
Pilkington Optiwhite'” (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass'- OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


Energy Window 

tvcu —tow 



Don’t just 
glaze it, 


Alcfi 


rjwu ;«jr M 


Hurry! 

Offers end 
29th July 




j AS HEARD ON heart I ^ iT/ST FENSA 
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Touulttned Gtau. 

eSwizwi 


Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) 

294 696 &“??*' v 

** ■ Monday-Saturday9am-5(im Factory 3 *^ BriUshSatcty council Safe 1 yAwanl:Every y ear since 1984 

2 Roman Square, Sittingboumc 01795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road. Strood. ^3 

13 low-field Street Dartford 01322290525 . AmM , W 

20 Hight Street, Rochester (next to Ihe Victoria & Bull Holel) 01634 826 238 t ... WWW.SUpagiaZmg.COlTl H •.?. * 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


Week ending July 16, 2017 13 

















































Em 


Medical Negligence Claim? 

Call Kent's no win, no fee specialists 
for a FREE no obligation chat. 


help on 


for all your 

for compensation. You were 

when I didn't 


Thank you so much 
my claim 

helpful, explaining everything 
Nothing was 
too much trouble. 

r V 




Scrap Cars Paid For On Collection 

• End of life vehicles purchased • 

• All grades of iron & steel purchased • 

Richborough Road, Sandwich, Kent CT13 9JE 
01304 617733 (Non-ferrous department) 
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Victims’ relief 
as PM finally 
orders inquiry 
into scandal 


Thousands were infected, thousands have since 
died. Now those whose lives were forever altered 
as a result of the blood contamination scandal 
will finally get answers to key questions after the 
prime minister agreed to hold a public inquiry 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


A VICTIM of the blood contamination scandal 
says prime minister Theresa May’s decision to 
hold an inquiry into the situation has been 
“overwhelmingly won after MP after MP 
stood and revealed the most appalling cir¬ 
cumstances of their constituents affected”. 

Steve Dymond, 61, of Broadstairs, was in¬ 
fected with hepatitis C after he received con¬ 
taminated blood as part of treatment of his 
haemophilia - an inherited condition which 
prevents the blood from clotting properly. 

He has spent years campaigning for justice 
for those who suffered as a result of the scan¬ 
dal. 

On Tuesday, the PM revealed, under in¬ 
creasing pressure, an inquiry would be held. 

Speaking to Kent on Sunday, which has 
campaigned for more than two years for an 
inquiry - Mr Dymond said: “There has been 
sufficient evidence for decades to warrant an 
inquiry - Whitehall’s perpetual resistance and 
disdain will hopefully be one of many ele¬ 
ments exposed in the eventual inquiry. 

“This ‘concession’ comes after formidable 
cross bench support - the moral argument for 
an inquiry and full and decent compensation 
had been overwhelmingly won after MP after 
MP in debate stood and revealed the most ap¬ 
palling circumstances of their constituents 
affected by the contaminated blood scandal.” 

The blood scandal particularly impacted on 
haemophiliacs - those who have an inherited 
condition which prevents their blood from 
clotting. During the 1970s and 80s, they re¬ 
ceived treatments which saw them adminis¬ 
tered blood products which allowed their 
blood to clot - for example when visiting the 
dentist or under going surgery. 

However, such was the demand for these, 
drug companies sourced blood from donors 
who they paid. 

As a result, blood often came from prisoners 
or drug addicts in the US. 

The blood sourced was then blended with 
many others to make the treatments. As a 
consequence, illnesses such as HIV and hepa¬ 
titis C - which damages the kidneys - were 
passed on to unwitting victims. 

Thousands have subsequently died as a re¬ 
sult of being the entirely innocent recipients of 
such treatments. 

Survivors have consistently claimed the 
NHS were aware of the risks before the prod- 

North&West 


ucts were stopped being used. 

Adds Mr Dymond: “Holding those responsi¬ 
ble to account for the human devastation of 
the contaminated blood scandal has been and 
will continue to be a task akin to those en¬ 
dured by Sisyphus [Greek myth about a man 
forced to push a rock up a hill only for it to roll 
back and keep hitting him for all eternity] - a 
struggle to ensure victims’ voices are fully 
represented in the drawing up of the terms of 
reference, the form the inquiry should take 
and the choice of those conducting it. 

“There is zero confidence in the integrity of 
the Department of Health - they have brought 
that ignominy on themselves after treating 
haemophiliacs with contempt and disdain for 
demanding truth and justice and full answers 
to a man made scandal which never should 
have happened. 

“This inquiry is long overdue and any at¬ 
tempt to lie betray or fob off haemophiliac vic¬ 
tims and their families with scraps from the 
table will be met with the derision it deserves.” 

Among other victims are Lee Stay, 47, from 
Ramsgate. 

He received the contaminated blood prod¬ 
ucts when he was just 13, in 1983, and be¬ 
came infected with HIV - just at the height of 
the public’s terror at the newly emerging dis¬ 
ease. He also was infected with hepatitis C. 

He told KoS this week: “I warmly welcome 
the news an inquiry has now been launched 
into this disaster. It is a shame this didn’t hap¬ 
pen many years ago before so many lives were 
lost. 

“It is vital the inquiry has the power to com¬ 
pel witnesses to give evidence under oath and 
insist on the disclosure of all documents held 
by government bodies including those with- 
eld due to commercial sensitivity. 

“It is unfortunate that because of the length 
of time passed, some of the professionals who 
were involved in the decisions made back in 
the 1970s and 80s are no longer around to 
give evidence. Whilst the inquiry must look at 
the full sequence of events that led to this trag¬ 
edy and have the widest scope possible, it 
must be remembered that unlike most inquir¬ 
ies, people are still getting sicker and still dy¬ 
ing as a result of what happened - myself in¬ 
cluded. 

“To the list of serious, life-threatening ill¬ 
nesses I have suffered as a result of contract¬ 
ing HIV and hepatitis C through contaminat¬ 
ed blood, namely PCP [pneumonia], liver 
failure [resulting in a liver transplant], 
Burkitt lymphoma [blood cancer], I can now 
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CAMPAIGN : Lee Stay and Steve Dymond, left, and, above, how we joined 
the fight for justice in the case back in May 2015. 


add squamous cell carcinoma [skin 
cancer] to the list, also as a result of a 
compromised immune system. 

“Our devastated community of 
haemophiliacs need answers and 
need at least some kind of truth, jus¬ 


tice and closure to both those of us 
still alive and the families of all those 
that haven’t lived to see this day - it is 
inevitable that more will die before 
the inquiry is complete so it is impor¬ 
tant that it doesn’t take years to ar¬ 


rive at it’s conclusion. 

“In the meantime, it should also be 
remembered that many are suffering 
severe financial hardship as a result 
of not being able to work, obtain life 
insurance and needing constant 


care for example.” 

News an inquiry would be held 
came after months of mounting pres¬ 
sure on the PM and, last weekend, 
saw the leaders of six political parties 
- among them Labour’s Jeremy Cor¬ 


by n and the DUP’s Alene Foster, who 
recently struck a deal with Theresa 
May to give her a working majority 
in the Commons - sign a letter sup 

■ Continued on page 16 


We’re transforming your rail journey 
on an unprecedented scale 


We’ve been working hard to make the UK’s fastest growing rail 
network fit for the future - improving stations, introducing new trains 
and destinations, and changing how we work to ensure you get the 
best information and service from us. We know it’s caused upheaval, 
but this much-needed transformation is nearly complete. Thank you 
for your patience. 

We welcome your views on the new 2018 timetable. 

See how your journey will look and have your say at: 
transformingrail.com 


Watch this space 



■cffWUHM 






ThamesLink/ 


If you would like to participate by post please write to: 

GTR 2018 Timetable Consultation, East Side Offices, Kings Cross Station, Kings Cross, London NIC 4AP 
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■ Continued from page 15 

port the call for an inquiry. 

Just last weekend, KoS called for 
the PM to take the brave step and give 
the green light to a full and open ex¬ 
amination of the facts behind the 
scandal. 

The PM said: “Thousands of pa¬ 
tients expected the world-class care 
our NHS is famous for, but they were 
failed. 

“At least 2,400 people died and 
thousands more were exposed to 
hepatitis C and HIV, with life-chang¬ 
ing consequences. 

“The victims and their families 
who have suffered so much pain and 
hardship deserve answers as to how 
this could possibly have happened. 

“While this government has in¬ 
vested record amounts to support the 
victims, they have been denied those 
answers for too long and I want to 
put that right.” 

Spearheading the campaign re¬ 
cently had been former Labour MP 
health secretary Andy Burnham. 
Now Greater Manchester mayor, he 
had claimed in the Commons that a 
“criminal cover-up on an industrial 
scale” had taken place. 

Among allegations raised by Mr 
Burnham was the case of Ken Bul¬ 
lock, who died in 1998, and whose 
widow said his diagnosis of hepatitis 
had been changed to being a clinical 
alcoholic in 1983. 

The moderate drinker was possibly 
refused a liver transplant based on 
his falsified medical records saying 
he was an alcoholic, Mr Burnham 
said. 

It had also been suggested that the 
withholding of results led to infec¬ 
tions being passed on to people living 



PROTESTS: Campaigners have fought hard for an inquiry 


PM : Theresa May this week 

with the victims, the former minister 
said. 

Responding to news of the inquiry, 
Mr Burnham said: “This is a major 
breakthrough and a vindication of 
all those people who have cam¬ 
paigned bravely throughout the dec¬ 
ades, often in the wilderness. 

“But this day has taken far too long 
in coming. 

“People have suffered enough 
through contaminated blood. They 
have been let down by all political 
parties and public bodies. 

“It is now incumbent on those or¬ 
ganisations to work together to give 
the families truth, justice and ac¬ 
countability without any further de¬ 
lay or obstruction. 


“It is essential that this inquiry 
looks at both the original negligence 
and the widespread cover-up that fol¬ 
lowed. 

“It is also crucial that organisa¬ 
tions representing victims are fully 
consulted on the form, membership 
and structure of the inquiry. 

“Just as with Hillsborough, there 
must be a ‘families first’ approach at 
all times.” 

Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn wel¬ 
comed the announcement of the in¬ 
quiry, which he said should have the 


potential to trigger prosecutions. He 
explained: “It was obviously a seri¬ 
ous systemic failure. 

“I think we need the strongest pos¬ 
sible inquiry that can if necessary 
lead to prosecution actions as a re¬ 
sult, but above all get to the bottom of 
it. 

“A broad, public, inquisitive in¬ 
quiry is very important.” 

Health secretary Jeremy Hunt will 
meet the families of victims of the 
contaminated blood scandal before 
deciding on the style of a public in- 



Kept on Sunday 

www.kentnews.co.uk Ann] 17 2018 _ East edition No 708 


East edition No.708_ 


WEEKLY FREE NEWSPAPER OF THE YEAR t*C«*ENERGY i 


A l Will PCC vote be 
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. Discover results of 
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Radio Kent’s John and 
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Pride And Prejudice 
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quiry, a health minister has said. 

Philip Dunne said the decision to 
establish a “Hillsborough-style” pan¬ 
el or an inquiry led by a judge would 
be taken after consultation with fam¬ 
ilies, which he hoped would be com¬ 
pleted by the autumn. 

Many of those fighting for justice 
have also called for significant com¬ 
pensation payments to be made to 
those affected by the scandal. 

Liz Carroll, chief executive of the 
Haemophilia Society, said the gov¬ 
ernment now needed to move quickly 
to agree the remit of the inquiry with 
the affected community. 

“For decades people with bleeding 
disorders and their families have 
sought the truth,” she said. 

“Instead, they were told by the gov¬ 
ernment that no mistakes were made 
while it repeatedly refused to ac¬ 
knowledge evidence of negligence 
and a subsequent cover up. Finally, 
they will have the chance to see jus¬ 
tice.” 
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COMPUTER REPAIRS 

IN YOUR HOME OR OFFICE 

WWWcftl 




PC & Laptop Service only 


Give us a call to have your 
PC or Laptop fully serviced 
at your home or business. 

We come to you! 

We also... 

• Offer Remote Support packages 

• Supply & install Anti-Virus 

• Build & supply home or business 
spec, high quality PCs & Laptops 

• Supply Printers & a wide range 
of other hardware 

• Offer Broadband & Wireless setup 


Highly experienced and 
friendly technicians 


Jargon free and 
clear explanations 


Includes full service 
& system speed up 


Virus, trojan & malware 
issues resolved 


Trustworthy company 
established over 15 years 



SLOTS AVAILABLE 9am TO 5.30pm MON ~ FRI | LATE NIGHT OPENING'TIL 8pm THURS 

CALL US ON 01795 425351 I COVERING THE WHOLE OF KENT 
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Will, Estate or Power of 
Attorney dispute? 

Do you have a dispute regarding 
how a Will, Estate or Power of 
Attorney has been handled? 

Whitehead Monckton has 
considerable experience in helping 
clients to resolve these difficult 
disagreements and in many cases 
achieving excellent financial results. 

We can offer a ‘NO WIN - NO FEE’ 
service for Will, Estate and Power 
of Attorney disputes. 


Call us today on 

01622 698031 


for an initial no obligation consultation by phone. 

E-mail enquiries@whitehead-monckton.co.uk 


www whitehead-monckton co uk 




Whitehead Monckton Limited (no. 08366029), registered in England & Wales. Registered 1 


office 72 King Street, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1BL. Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors 


Regulation Authority under no. 608279. 
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Share a treat this summer 




Book Off-Peak 

train tickets 


#SEhiddengems 

Book train tickets and for full T&C's at 

southeasternrailway.co.uk/summer-hidden-gems 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


Week ending July 16, 2017 17 












Kent Life 

Kent on Sunday 


FOOD 


& DRINK 

AWARDS 2017 




tr a? 


Nominate your 
favourites today! 


Restaurant of the Year 


~ Pub of the Year 


~ Newcomer of the Year 


Independent Cafe / Tea Room ~ Outstanding Customer Service ~ Food & Drink Hero of the Year 


of the Year 

~ Best Independent Food & 
Drink Retailer 


~ Product/Producer of the Year ~ Farm Shop of the Year 
~ Family Dining Award - Farmers’ Market of the Year 

~ Chef of the Year 


ii 


Visit www.kentfda.co.wk to nominate and find out more 

^01 /kent_FDA /KentFoodandDrinkAwards 


The 12 categories 


INDEPENDENT CAFE/TEA 
ROOM OF THE YEAR 


FARMERS’ MARKET OF THE YEAR 

Sponsored by Perrys Accountants 




I 


NEWCOMER OF THE YEAR 

Sponsored by K Sports 


K 

SPORTS 


This award is open to businesses that have 
started a new venture in the food and/or drink 
industry in the past 18 months. We want to know 
what impact it has made on the local community, 
success so far and plans for the future. 


PUB OF THE YEAR 

Sponsored by The Foxhunter Park 

i The Foxhunter Park 

LUXURY HOLIDAY HOMES & LODGES 


Whether it’s the food, the drink, the good 
company or the strong role in the community 
(ideally, all of them) we want to find the best 
pubs in the county. Tell us why you love your 
favourite - it could be your local or one you are 
happy to travel miles to. 


Sponsored by La De Da Boutique 

la 6be QSa 

r^Boutique^rt,^ 

Judges of this category will be looking fora cafe, 
either on its own or as part of a garden centre, 
museum or farm venue that really meets the 
needs of its customers. 

Does it demonstrate attention to diners both in 
terms of its food offering, atmosphere, 
information and variety of menu? Is the tea and 


Perrys 


Kxceptional as Standard 


The key to a good Farmers’ Market is not only the 
range of produce and the quality of the stalls but also 
the principles it supports. For example, does it work 
with other farmers? Is most of the produce sold there 
grown locally? Are the stal Iholders welcoming and 
knowledgeable and is the layout easy to navigate? 
Are any extras offered on a regular basis, such as 
cookery demonstrations or talks? Is it well advertised 
and is there good accessibility and parking? 


FARM SHOP OF THE YEAR 

Sponsored by Karen & Kim Introductions 

KAREN&KIM 

INTRODUCTIONS 


A successful farm shop must not only offer a 
range of produce in an accessible layout, but also 
work in partnership with local food producers in 
order to bring their customers the best seasonal 
produce, at its freshest best. 


PRODUCT/PRODUCER 
OF THE YEAR 

Sponsored by Financial Advice 
& Services Ltd 

fas J 

financial advice & services 

This award recognises local producers whose 
passion for Kent produce is at the heart of their 
business. It’s open to all producers who demonstrate 
a real passion for our county’s food and drink. 


RESTAURANT OF THE YEAR 

Sponsored by Canterbury 



The restaurant of the year will offer a fabulous dining 
experience, everything from ambience to the service 
and most importantly, the food. Are ingredients 
locally sourced? Is the drinks list local as well as 
international? Can staff tell you more about the food 
and drink if you ask? Whether it’s big or small, if it 
ranks high for fine dining, give it your vote. 


CHEF OF THE YEAR 

Sponsored by Umbermaster Kitchens 


mbermaster 

?C i*?c* A & rv & 


This award aims to recognise those chefs who 
show an exceptional awareness of produce and 
have the knowledge and expertise to use their 
ingredients to create sensational, seasonal menus 
- local sourcing is a bonus as always. 


OUTSTANDING CUSTOMER SERVICE 

Sponsored by Shepherd Neame 


SHEPHERD 

NEAME 

Nothing makes a business stand out more than 
excellent customer service, no matter the size of 
the company. So if staff at a food and/or drink 
venue consistently give you a warm welcome, go 
the extra mile and make you feel at your ease, vote 
for them here. 


rm 


FAMILY DINING AWARD -NEW 

Sponsored by 
The Bakers Bicycle 


This is the place that never fails to 
keep the kids happy, without 
forgetting the parents. Do you 
know somewhere offering tasty, reasonably 
priced, nutritious children’s meals as well as 
facilities to keep the children entertained in a 
welcoming environment? Then tell us about it. 


BEST INDEPENDENT FOOD 
& DRINK RETAILER 

Sponsored by Illuminate Skin Clinics 


ILLUMINATE 

This winner will consistently show an expert 
knowledge and passion for their trade, whether a 
deli, wine or beer store, greengrocer, butcher or 
baker. They will support great local produce. 


FOOD & DRINK HERO 
OF THE YEAR 

Sponsored by Hadlow Group 


n 


Hadlow 

Group 


This person will have made a lasting contribution 
to the food and drink community. It could be a 
celebrity, a critic, a barman, waiter or farmer who 
goes that extra mile to make a difference in the 
food and drink industry in Kent 


mm mm 
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LEGEND: Tom Jones romped though the hits at the age of 77. All pictures: ANDY ARCHER 

Young and old 
hit right note 

Tom Jones and Oily Murs headlined outdoor 
shows in Canterbury last week to big crowds 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


MUSIC-LOVERS got a double¬ 
helping of big name stars in 
the sun last weekend as pop 
star Oily Murs then the legen¬ 
dary crooner Sir Tom Jones, 
entertatined the crowds at 
back-to-back outdoor shows in 
Canterbury. 

Both performed at the home 
of Kent County Cricket Club in 
the city, and the weather was 
kind for both. 

In fact such were the condi¬ 


tions on Saturday night, those 
up to two miles away could 
hear the Welsh superstar’s 
voice as he belted out hit after 
hit. 

The performances were the 
latest shows to take place as 
part of the summer concerts 
staged by the venue. 

Previous acts have included 
the likes of Madness, Simply 
Red, Bryan Adams, UB40 and 
Elton John. 

Oily Murs, whose hits in¬ 
clude Heart Skips A Beat, 
Dance With Me Tonight and 
Please Don’t Let Me Go, leapt to 


fame on the X Factor and is 
now a chart regular. 

Sir Tom needs little intro¬ 
duction with a career which 
stretches back to the 1960s. 

His biggest hits include 
Green, Green Grass of Home, 
Delilah, What’s New Pussycat 
and It’s Not Unusual. 

He romped through the hits 
just hours after he had per¬ 
formed at Switzerland’s Mon- 
treux Festival the night before. 

The Canterbury show was 
the latest in a string of outdoor 
shows he is performing across 
Europe this summer. 



FRESH: Oily Murs proved a great hit at the Spitfire Ground in Canterbury on the Friday 
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How boats were collected to 


help turn fortunes of war 


The county played a key role in saving 
the lives of thousands at Dunkirk 


By Chris Murphy 

d b 


IN late May 1940, Douglas Tough re¬ 
ceived a phone call from the Admi¬ 
ralty informing him of a mission. 

Mr Tough, who ran the Tough 
Brothers Boatyard in Teddington, 
was tasked with requisitioning and 
collecting any boat of a certain size 
and do it immediately. 

It was one of the first stages of a 
military mission so daring it is as im¬ 
pressive a feat today, some 77 years 
later, as it was remarkable then. 

“Fortunately,” Mr Tough would 
later reflect, “the boats were there, in 
muddy estuaries, in deserted moor¬ 
ings along the coasts of Kent and Sus¬ 
sex and in the quiet reaches of the 
Thames.” 

Between him and his colleague, 
Ron Lenthall, they collected more 
than 100 boats and towed them to 
Sheerness where they were fuelled 
before heading further down the 
coast to gather at Ramsgate. Here a 
mix of naval officers and experienced 
volunteers boarded the boats ready 
for a mission unlike any other. 


There they were joined by the like 
oj^ RNLI lifeboats from Walmer, 
Dungeness, Margate, Ramsgate and 
Hythe. 

For many boat-owners, the discov¬ 
ery of their boats having gone miss¬ 
ing was something of a surprise, with 
a number calling the police to report 
them as stolen. 

It perhaps shouldn’t have come as 
too much of a surprise to them. 

On May 14 an announcement had 
been made on the BBC that “the Ad¬ 
miralty have made an order request¬ 
ing all owners of self-propelled pleas¬ 
ure craft between 30ft and 100ft in 
length to send all particulars to the 
Admiralty within 14 days if they have 
not already been offered or requisi¬ 
tioned”. 

The call was made as top secret 
plans were being hatched which 
would become known as the Miracle 
of Dunkirk. 

At the end of the month a major 
blockbuster film, directed by the ac¬ 
claimed Christopher Nolan, is re¬ 
leased. It will again shine a light on 
the remarkable rescue mission which 
saw hundreds of thousands of Allied 
troops rescued from aerial bombard¬ 


ment by the German hoardes as they 
surged through northern Europe. 

It was one of the darkest hours for 
Kent and Great Britain - but the hast¬ 
ily organised Operation Dynamo 
could hardly have run any smoother 
considering the circumstances. 

Without it, Britain would have lost 
the war, claims one prominent Kent 
historian. 

Dynamo was the moment the MoD 
despatched hundreds of little ships - 
pleasure craft and fishing vessels - 
from Kent ports to the beaches of 
Dunkirk in France, to rescue Allied 
troops forced back by Hitler’s mau- 
rading war machine. 

Prime minister Winston Churchill 
had sent the British Expeditionary 
Force (BEF) into France to help defend 
our Channel neighbours from any 
potential German invasion. 

But the Nazis took France by sur¬ 
prise, cutting off French, British and 
Belgian troops and forcing them back 
up to the coast. 

From May 26 they started to gather 
on the Dunkirk beaches, their hopes 
of preventing German forces lying in 
tatters. 

The scale of the potential damage 
to British forces was highlighted 
when Churhcill described the back¬ 
tracking of Allied troops as “a colos¬ 
sal military disaster” in the House of 
Commons. 


He said the “whole root and core 
and brain of the British Army”, in the 
form of the BEF, was about to be 
struck down or captured by the Nazi 
forces including three Panzer divi¬ 
sions. 

But then Hitler ^nade a military er¬ 
ror of his own. He called a halt to the 
progress of his ground troops, prefer¬ 
ring to use his air force to deal with 
the cornered Allies. 

This gave the men time to at least 
dig in as an evacuation plan was 
drawn up. 

Operation Dynamo which took its 
name after the operational centre in 
Dover under vice-admiral Bertram 
Ramsay, was drawn up to rescue as 
many of the stranded troops as possi¬ 
ble. 

Setting sail from Ramsgate, the flo¬ 
tilla of small vessels started crossing 
the Channel en route to the French 
coast. 

The Dunkirk beaches made dock¬ 
ing on larger ships impossible, the 
small vessels - more than 700 in total 
- created a chance for survival of the 
backbone of British military power. 

Sailing back and forth, the first day 
of the Dunkirk evacuation saw 7,669 
men saved. Eventually, that figure 
would stand at a staggering 338,226. 

Many were taken to the fleet of 39 
British destroyers, cruisers, and oth¬ 
ers sitting out of range in deeper wa¬ 



ter. 

For the men on the beaches, it was 
hell enduring almost ceaseless at¬ 
tacks while standing shoulder deep in 
the Channel for hours awaiting res¬ 
cue. 

When it was all done, the BEF suf¬ 
fered 68,000 casualties who were 
dead, wounded, missing, or captured. 

Everything was left behind in 
France, including 2,472 guns, 
20,000 motorcycles and 65,000 oth¬ 
er vehicles, including 445 tanks. 



ERfcNCH 

PROPERTY 

EXHIBITION 


Olympia London 

16-17 September 2017 

10am - 5pm 


Browse from hundreds of properties 
for sale throughout all regions of 
France 

Attend the free and informative 
seminar programme covering all 
aspects of buying in and moving to 
France 

Get free advice from the legal, 
financial, tax and currency experts 


Register for 

FREE TICKETS 

at www.frenchpropertyexhibition.com 
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The escape was so frantic, the men 
also had to abandon 377,000 tons of 
stores, 68,000 tons of ammunition 
and 147,000 tons of fuel. 

Even at sea, the toll was high - six 
British and three French destroyers 
went down from either air or U-boat 
attacks. Nine other major ships were 
sunk. 

It was later calculated for every 
seven men saved, one was captured 
and sent to work in German labour 
camps and factories. 


Yet it was the remarkable co-ordi¬ 
nated achievement which lives on for 
long in the memory. 

For the craft that survived, they re¬ 
mained revered. 

The paddle steamer the Medway 
Queen completed the most round 
trips at seven picking up 7,000 men 
and earning herself the nickname 
Heroine of Dunkirk. She is currently 
moored at Gillingham Pier with a 
Memories of Dunkirk display on 
board, and is welcoming visitors. 


Two years ago, to mark the 75th 
anniversary, a flotilla of craft retraced 
their steps to mark the anniversary, 
sailing from Ramsgate as they did all 
those years ago. 

Dr Martin Watts, principal re¬ 
search fellow at Christ Church Uni¬ 
versity, is an expert on military, po¬ 
litical and social effects of conflict. 

He told us: “Without Operation Dy¬ 
namo, Britain would have lost the 
war. 

“There is debate among historians 



MISSION : Operation Dynamo save hundreds of thousands of men 


on what exactly Hitler would have 
done with Britain had he won, with 
many believing he would have ig¬ 
nored our island if he was left alone to 
do what he pleased with mainland 
Europe. 

“So the little ships really did turn 
around the war effort, but not with¬ 
out some cost. 

“Without them, the British army 
would have been killed or captured, 
but while the men were brought back, 
virtually all equipment was left be¬ 
hind. 

“It was important to build up our 
forces once more, and so it emerged 
that the work of the little ships turned 
around the result of the Second World 
War.” 


Churchill at the time warned it was 
not at that time at least, something to 
celebrate. He said: “Wars are not won 
by evacuations”. 

But it was also the trigger for the 
prime minister’s most famous speech. 

While informing the Commons of 
the success of Dynamo, he told MPs: 
“We shall go on to the end, we shall 
fight in France, we shall fight on the 
seas and oceans, we shall fight with 
growing confidence and growing 
strength in the air, we shall defend 
our island, whatever the cost may be, 
we shall fight on the beaches, we shall 
fight on the landing grounds, we 
shall fight in the fields and in the 
streets, we shall fight in the hills; we 
shall never surrender.” 
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THE ULTIMATE ■•! i MUSICAL 

usdn mum®!** of is mumo 


MON 1 


JUNE 
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A BRAND NEW SHOW 
CELEBRATING THE 
WORLD OF TV IN A 
VOCAL ADVENTURE 


WED 28 JUNE 


DARTFORD 

ORCHARD THEATRE 


ORCH ARDTH EATRE.CO.U K 

TICKET OFFICE: 01322 220000 
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Battle of Britain theme is big 
hit at castle’s classical night 


As our pictures show, last weekend’s event at Leeds Castle was a spectacular 
success, bathed in sunshine and ending with a dramatic firework display 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


THE sun shone, the Spitfires roared 
and the music roused the thousands 
of spectators, as the Leeds Castle Clas¬ 
sical Concert proved another bit hit 
last weekend. 

Held in the grounds of the historic 
castle, crowds were kept entertained 
with music from the Royal Philhar¬ 
monic Orchestra, plus a full support¬ 
ing line-up, and concluding with a 
magnificent firework display. 

Host of the event was boy soprano 
turned TV star and DJ, Aled Jones. 

He said: “It was a pleasure to host 
the 39th classical concert against the 
stunning backdrop of Leeds Castle on 
a beautiful summer’s evening. 
Thanks to everyone involved, includ¬ 
ing the great crowd. It was a memora¬ 
ble experience.” 

Taking a Battle of Britain theme, 
the event was opened in spectacular 
style by the Central Band of the Royal 
Air Force. 

The band were joined on stage by 
the Patriot Girls, a trio who last per¬ 


formed at the event in 2013. They en¬ 
tertained the crowd with old wartime 
favourites White Cliffs of Dover, Long 
Way to Tipperary. Pack Up Your Trou¬ 
bles and We’ll Meet Again. 

The Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, 
conducted by artistic director John 
Rigby, featured soloists, the tenor An¬ 
thony Flaum, and soprano Katie Bird. 
They wowed the audience with Nes- 
sun Dorma and Rule Britainnia. 

The second half was opened in 
spectacular style as a 1940s Spitfire 
took to the skies, accompanying the 
Spitfire Prelude and the Dambusters 
March. 

Richard Millward, event director 
for Heritage Events, which organised 
the event, said: “The perfect co-ordi¬ 
nation of the Spitfire to the music and 
the farewell wing tip as it headed into 
the glorious sunset and watching the 
Garrison field guns nail every cue of 
the 1812 Overture in perfect symme¬ 
try with stunning fireworks were real 
highlights for me and many others.” 

Next year’s event has been con¬ 
firmed for July 14 and will be the 40th 
anniversary of the popular event. 

Tickets are already on sale now. 



SHADE: Many brought a picnic to enjoy the occasion in the sun 








SUNDAY 23ftD JULY 
@ KICC BUCKMORE PARK MES 9QG 

Kicking off with a groat Gospel event at 11am 
followed by an afternoon of fun at i ,30pm! 


Use the FREE return shuttle service! 


PICK-UP POINTS TIMES 

MAIDSTONE EAST TOWN STATION, K£HT MEU KHTOAM II45AM 

0UNCAN REHALDO GH1INGHAM. KENT MET 1000AM 1145AM 

CHATHAM TRAIN STATION TWIDKES), KENT MT4 10 D0AM 1145AM 


0 oio S51S cmoo 

© EVENT$@KICC,ORG,UK 

0 www.kicc.orc.uk 
O K.ICCUK . 

O @KICCLI»c 5 
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FIAT PANDA LOUNGE 1.2 + Low-cost Fiat i-Deal Finance 
+ £1500 Customer Saving 


Representative Example 


FIAT PANDA LOUNGE 1.2 with low-cost FIAT i-Deal 

+ CUSTOMER SAVING of £1500 


List Price (from) 

£10705 

Tot amount payable by cust 

£10680 

Customer saving 

£1500 

47 Monthly Payments of 

£145 

Offer Price 

£9205 

Final Payment (inc £10 opt fee) 

£2716 

Customer Deposit 

£1149 

Rate of interest fixed p.a 

6.88% 

Amount of credit 

£8056 

Representative APR 

6.90% 

Interest charges 

£1465 

Annual mileage 6000. Excess miles charge 
6p per mile. Duration 48 mths 


J G Burgess & Company 

Ufton Lane, Sittingbourne ME10 1JB Tel 01795 42381 5 


Opening times:0800 - 1800 Mon-Fri, 8.30 - 1600 Sat. closed sun & public holidays 



Terms and conditions apply. Retail customers only. Not available in conjunction with any other offer. Offer may be varied 
at any time. With Fiat i-Deal you have the option to return the car and not pay the final payment subject to the vehicle being in 
good condition & not exceeding the agreed annual mileage. A guarantee or indemnity may be required. Offer subject to status. 
Fiat Financial Services,PO Box 4465, Slough SL10RW. Offers valid for registrations by 30/09/2017 
kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk North & West 


BDL GAS SERVICES 

EH 01634 232048 4 ) 

9 High Street, Rainham, Kent, ME8 7HX www.bdlgasservices.co.uk 


A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 
IN RAINHAM FOR OVER 16YRS 

ALL YOUR GAS APPLIANCE NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF 

Supply, Install and service Boilers & Central Heating systems 
Fires Gas & Electric • Water heaters • Wall heaters • Cookers Gas & Electric 



Free surveys for installation • Landlord certificates • Natural Gas & LPG 
Huge range of high efficiency fires made in the UK with a 5yr warranty 
All engineers Gas Safe registered • Medway Fair Trader member 

Supply and install Wood, Marble & Stone 
Fireplaces fully bespoke if required 
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UPNOR CASTLE 


OUTDOOR THEATRE 


3 With Rochester Castle and Upnor Castle as the backdrop, there is no 
better stage to watch enthralling performances this summer. 

18 JULY HAMLET AT UPNOR CASTLE 
3 AUGUST HAMLET AT ROCHESTER CASTLE 

For tickets http://tickets.medway.gov.uk/ 

Gates open: 6.15pm; Performance starts: 7.15pm 

Hamlet has everything going for him. A wealthy prince living the good life. 

But when his father dies, his world starts to fall apart. 

His mother marries his uncle and Hamlet loses his succession to the 
throne. He struggles to understand his new world. He faces a difficult 
H choice: to accept it or rebel against it. 

r ' Changeling Theatre presents Hamlet - Shakespeare’s enduring tale of 
human mortality and struggle at outdoor venues across Kent this Summer 
to mark the company’s 20th anniversary. 

All seating is unreserved. Please bring your own blankets/low-backed 
I chairs - seating is not provided. You are welcome to bring your own 
picnics & refreshments. There are no refreshments available on site. 

3 AUGUST CHEER UP YORIK! CRAFTS, 

10.30AM TO 3.30PM 

Inspired by Changeling Theatre’s performance of Shakespeare’s Hamlet, 
taking place in the castle grounds this evening, young people can design 
and decorate their own Yorik, the famous skull which features in this play, 
one of Shakespeare’s best loved works. Children must be accompanied 
by an adult. 

80p per child, free entry to Tower Two, Rochester Castle 
15 AUGUST WIND IN THE WILLOWS AT UPNOR CASTLE 

For tickets http://www.boxtreeproductions.co.uk/ 

Gates open: 5.30pm; Performance starts: 6.30pm 
Join Mole as he says ‘dang’ and ‘blast it!’, throws down his broom and 
sets off on an adventure out of his hole. On his journey he meets the 
effervescent Ratty who shows him the wonders of picnics and messing 
about on the river, Badger, the wise old sage of the woods and Toad of 
toad hall, whose exploits cause all manner of mischief and upheaval. 

When the Otters and Stoats take over Toad Hall it’s up to Mole and Ratty, 
Badger and Toad to retake control. With Inventive staging, original songs 
and magical storytelling we invite audiences to enjoy this classic tale 
of adventure, friendship and picnics in Boxtree Production’s unique and 
energetic way! 

All seating is unreserved. Please bring your own blankets/low-backed 
chairs - seating is not provided. You are welcome to bring your own 
picnics & refreshments. There are no refreshments available on site. 

15 AUGUST MAKE YOUR OWN WIND IN THE WILLOWS CHARACTER 
CRAFTS, 10.30AM TO 3.30PM 

Inspired by Boxtree Production’s performance of Wind in the Willows, 
taking place in the castle grounds this evening, young people can design 
and decorate their own character from the classic story - who will you 
choose: Ratty, Mole, Badger or the infamous Toad? Children must be 
accompanied by an adult. 

80p per child, plus admission fee, Upnor Castle 
30 AUGUST PRIDE & PREJUDICE AT ROCHESTER CASTLE 
For tickets http://www.chapterhouse.org/ 

Gates open: 6.30pm; Performance starts: 7.30pm 
Take a step back in time with Chapterhouse Theatre Company to meet 
Elizabeth Bennet, Jane Austen’s most loveable heroine. When Elizabeth 
meets the rude and abrupt Mr Darcy, she loathes him at first sight. But is 
there more to him than meets the eye? Brought to life by award winning 
writer Laura Tuner, this brand-new adaptation celebrates the 200th 
Anniversary of Jane Austen’s death and promises to be the most splendid 
evening of the summer. 

So, join friends and family as you picnic under a beautiful summer sky 
and lose yourself in this unforgettable love story. After all, it is a truth 
universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good 
fortune must be in want of a wife. 

All seating is unreserved. Please bring your own blankets/low-backed 
chairs - seating is not provided. You are welcome to bring your own 
picnics & refreshments. There are no refreshments available on site. 


30 AUGUST MAKE YOUR OWN LIZZIE & DARCY CHARACTER CRAFTS 
IN TOWER TWO 10.30AM TO 3.30PM 

Inspired by Chapterhouse Theatre’s performance of Pride & Prejudice, 
taking place in the castle grounds this evening, young people can design 
and decorate their own character from this classic story - who will you 
choose: Lizzie or Darcy? 

Children must be accompanied by an adult. 

80p per child, free entry to Tower Two, Rochester Castle 

31 AUGUST PETER PAN AT UPNOR CASTLE 
For tickets http://www.chapterhouse.org/ 

Gates open: 5.30pm; Performance starts: 6.30pm 
Chapterhouse Theatre Company are delighted to present an all new 
production of Peter Pan. Join Wendy, Michael and John Darling on their 
adventures with Peter, far away on the magical island of Neverland. 

There they encounter the enchanting mermaids, magical fairies and 
the cruellest pirate of them all, Captain Hook. Presented by special 
arrangement with Samuel French and in support of Great Ormond Street 
Hospital Children’s Charity, J.M.Barrie’s timeless classic is brought to 
life in a brand new adaptation by award winning writer Laura Turner, 
with beautifully designed costumes, music and songs. Join Peter and his 
friends for what promises to be the most magical evening of the summer. 
All seating is unreserved. Please bring your own blankets/low-backed 
chairs - seating is not provided. You are welcome to bring your own 
picnics & refreshments. There are no refreshments available on site. 

31 AUGUST MAKE YOUR OWN PETER PAN CHARACTER CRAFTS IN 
THE BARRACK BLOCK, 10.30AM TO 3.30PM 
Inspired by Chapterhouse Theatre’s performance of Peter Pan, written by 
JM Barrie, taking place in the castle grounds this evening, young people 
can design and decorate their own character from this classic story - who 
will you choose: Peter, Wendy, Tinkerbell or Hook? 

80p per child, plus admission fee, Upnor Castle 


SUMMER HOLIDAYS 

Guildhall Museum 


Sat 22 July - Sun 3 Sept, 10am-5pm 

BATTLE OF MEDWAY TRAIL 

Take part in our trail around the museum based on the Battle of Medway 
exhibition for a chance to win a small prize. 

80p per child, free entry to the museum 

Sat 22 July - Sun 3 Sept, Tuesdays -Fridays, 10.30am-3.30pm 

BATTLE OF MEDWAY FAMILY CRAFTS 

Join our hands-on family craft activities & artist sessions based around 
our ‘Journey to Chatham’ exhibition, part of the Battle of Medway 
commemorations featuring Dutch newspaper reports of the Battle and 
the construction plans for the new fort at Sheerness. Children must be 
accompanied by an adult. 

80p, free entry to the museum 


i ROCHESTER CASTLE 


Sat 22 July - Sun 3 Sept, 10am-6pm (last admission 5.15pm) 
ROCHESTER CASTLE CELEBRATION TRAIL 

Take part in our heritage trail around the keep looking for clues to find 
out why Rochester Castle is celebrating this year for a chance to win a 
small prize. 

80p per child, plus admission fee. 

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 10.30am-3.30pm 

FAMILY CRAFT ACTIVITIES 

Join our hands-on family craft activity to make your own medieval 
masterpieces. Children must be accompanied by an adult. 

80p per child, free entry to Tower Two. 

Saturday 12 & Sunday 13 August, 10am to 5pm 

MEDIEVAL MERRIMENT 

Come down to the castle to experience life in medieval times. Walk 
around the Medieval Siege Society living history camp, and watch in awe 
as the Trebuchet Siege engine is fired! There will also be men-at-arms, 
archery & falconry displays, a courtly jester, have-a-go archery, trader’s 
stalls, refreshments and children’s crafts. 

Free, normal admission applies to the Keep. 

MAKE YOUR OWN SWORD & SHIELD 25 July & 15 Aug & 29 Aug 
MAKE YOUR OWN MEDIEVAL BRACELET 27 July & 17 Aug 
MAKE YOUR OWN JESTER’S HAT 1 Aug & 22 Aug 
MAKE YOUR OWN KING OF THE CASTLE CROWN 8 Aug & 31 Aug 
MAKE YOUR OWN MINI SIEGE ENGINE 10 Aug & 24 Aug 


Serving You 


www.enjoymedway.org/events/heritage 


LOTTERY FUNDED 


Sat 22 July - Sun 3 Sept, 10am-6pm (last admission 5.15pm) 
BATTLE OF MEDWAY TRAIL 

Take part in our trail around the castle looking for clues to find out what 
happened at Upnor Castle during the Battle of Medway for a chance to 
win a small prize. 

80p per child, plus admission fee. 

BATTLE OF MEDWAY FAMILY ACTIVITIES & CRAFTS 
Join our family activities based on the Battle of Medway 
commemorations. Children must be accompanied by an adult. 

Free, plus admission fee. These activities are kindly supported by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund. 

MEET A1667 SOLDIER 

Sun 23 July, Fri 4 Aug, Fri 11 Aug, Fri 18 Aug, Fri 25 Aug, Sun 27 Aug, 
Sat 9 Sept & Sun 10 Sept, 11 am, 1 pm & 3pm 
Local actors from Play On Words Theatre Company are delighted to 
introduce you to their Georgian soldier, William Webster. Webster was 
stationed at Upnor Castle in 1787, so join him on a tour around the 
castle as he explains what life was like here then and at the time of the 
Battle of Medway in 1667. 

PRINT YOUR OWN SHIP’S FLAG OR BAG 

with artist Christina Lamb Mon 24 July, 10.30am-3.30pm 

Join our drop-in artist-led session to design your own Battle of Medway 

print for a flag or tote bag. All the print screens are inspired by the 

Guildhall Museum’s collection. 

Please note that this is a change to the foam stamp activity previously 
advertised. 

MAKE YOUR OWN ROYAL CHARLES SHIP 

Wed 26 July, 10.30am-3.30pm 

Join our hands-on family craft activity to make your own flagship - 
remember to keep it safe from the Dutch! 

KNITTING THE BATTLE OF MEDWAY 

with artist Dan Chilcott Fri 28 July, 10am-12noon 

Join artist Dan Chilcott to knit your own Battle of Medway inspired 

design, linked to a special Battle of Medway artwork which will be 

display at Upnor Castle, Eastgate House and the Rochester Hub this 

summer. 

DESIGN YOUR OWN BADGE OR MAGNET 

with artist Christina Lamb 31 July, 10.30am-3.30pm 
Join our drop-in artist-led session to design your own Battle of Medway 
badge or magnet. All the original stamps are inspired by the Guildhall 
Museum’s collection. 

DECORATE A CANNONBALL 

Wed 2 Aug, 10.30am -3.30pm 

Join our hands-on family craft activity to decorate your own cannonball 
- get ready to fire it at the Dutch! 

PAINTING THE BATTLE OF MEDWAY 

with artist Kevin Clarkson Mon 21 Aug & Wed 30 Aug, 10.30am-3.30pm 
Local artist Kevin Clarkson meticulously researched the Battle of 
Medway to create several new paintings of the events at Upnor in 1667 
for our anniversary commemorations this year. Join Kevin on site to 
draw your own Battle of Medway masterpiece. 

BATTLE OF MEDWAY MINI DRAMA SCHOOL 

Wed 23 Aug - Thur 24 Aug, 10am -3.30pm 

Play on Words presents an amazing opportunity for budding stars of the 

stage to work with professional actors in a unique venue this Summer 

Holiday. Over two days you will learn all about creating and acting in a 

play, and the Mini Drama School will end with a performance for family 

and friends. 

The two-day school costs £40. To book your place, contact 
info@playonwordstheatre.com or 07971512209 

DRAW A MINI MASTERPIECE 

Fri 1 Sept, 10.30am -3.30pm 

Join our hands-on family craft activity to draw your own mini 
masterpiece inspired by the Battle of Medway. 
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Summertime - School’s Out 


6 ti a p d 

Want a fun day out? Then you need look 
no further than what’s on your doorstep 



TREAT: From glorious beaches to majestic castles 


By Tom Pyman 

Tom.Pyman@archant.co.uk 


W ITH the school 
summer holidays 
just around the cor¬ 
ner, families across 
the county will be 
looking for ideas of how best to enjoy 
the fine weather. 

Of course, they need not travel far, 
as there are a host of attractions right 
here on our doorstep to take advan¬ 
tage of during the summer months. 

Here are some suggestions on 
where to take the family and enjoy the 
very best that Kent has to offer. 

Beaches 

Kent boasts some of the very best 
beaches in the country, with many of 
our seaside spots winning prestigious 
gongs. 

The Blue Flag and Seaside Awards 
mean those visiting can be sure that 
they are clean, safe and meet the 
highest environmental standards, as 
well as the tough international bath¬ 
ing water quality standards. 


In Thanet, Minnis Bay, West Bay, St 
Mildreds, Botany Bay, Joss Bay and 
Stone Bay are all popular in the sum¬ 
mer months, as are Ramsgate Main 
Sands, Westbrook Bay and Viking Bay 
in Broadstairs. 

However, there are also glorious 
beaches to enjoy in other areas of the 
county, such as Sheerness, Minster 
Leas, Reculver, Herne Bay and 
Leysdown, as well Tankerton, which 
hosts the famous Whitstable Oyster 
Festival next weekend (see page 35). 

Wildlife 

Port Lympne, between Ashford and 
Hythe, and its sister park of Howletts, 
near Canterbury, are unquestionably 
popular choices for the summer, offer¬ 
ing visitors the chance to see hun¬ 
dreds of rare and endangered ani¬ 
mals, including elephants, lions, 
tigers giraffes, and even go on safari. 

For those who like to stretch their 
legs, Port Lympne is set in over 600 
acres, with the park boasting big cats, 
small cats, primates and gorillas, as 
well as the opportunity to discover life 
sized pre historic creatures in Dino¬ 
saur Forest. 


Elsewhere, Eagle Heights in Eyns- 
ford near Sevenoaks showcases some 
of the most extraordinary birds of 
prey during regular flying displays. 

Meanwhile, Canterbury boasts 
Wingham Wildlife Park and Wild¬ 


wood in nearby Herne which attract 
large crowds during the summer 
months. 

Castles 

Kent offers some of the most fascinat¬ 
ing castles around, and what better 


way to spend the holidays than ex¬ 
ploring their rich history? 

Leeds Castle near Maidstone, 
dubbed “the loveliest castle in the 

■ Continued on page 27 
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Winner of 2016 TripAdvisor Certificate of Excellence 
Group Travel Awards Finalist for Best Guided Tours 2015 


(Canterbury ourist (juides present tbe ONLY tours 
offeringguided walks through the historic streets ANO the 
exterior of the worid-famous (Cathedra I for i-J.JO or iess. 


Led by entertaining, knowledgeable (Cuides, our JO minute 
tours leave ~]~be L) u ttermarket daily at 
1 1 am & also 2pm from Ap r ^ to October. 

required. 

T ickets available at the \/lsltor Information (Centre, 
the L oman fvluseum or online. 

Visit us at: www.canterburyguidedtours.com 
L,oiaii: guides@canterburytouristguides.co.uk 

Tel: o 1227 +59779 
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Summertime - School’s Out 



THRILLS: Margate’s Dreamland is back on good form this summer 



PEDAL : Why not take the bikes out for a relaxing ride? 


■ Continued from page 25 

world” is held in such high esteem, 
decorators at the White House even 
took inspiration from some its interior 
designs. 

Alternatively you could visit Dover 
Castle, which has protected Britain’s 
shores for centuries, defending the 
realm from invaders, tyrants and 
rebels. 

Rochester Castle in Medway is one 
of the best preserved in England and 
offers far more than a history lesson, 
after recently hosting a gig by popstar 
Craig David, or in the west, you can 
relive the romance between King 
Henry VIII and one-time resident 
Anne Boleyn at Hever Castle, near 
Edenbridge. 

Margate attractions 

Margate is surely the county’s best 
known resort. Its seafront has been 
one of the county’s biggest attractions 
for decades, with its broad Main Sands 
acting as a honeypot to thousands of 
sun-worshippers. 

And that’s not all. Its Dreamland 
amusement park has been recently 
revamped to the tune of £2 5m and is 
drawing in visitors from all over 

The venue is free to explore and still 
has the Grade II-listed Scenic Railway 
at its heart, but is supported by a 
range of new rides as well as street 
food options and a tree-top bar. 

Just over the road from Dreamland 
sits the hugely-successful Turner 
Contemporary art gallery, which has 
welcomed well over two million visi¬ 
tors since it opened six years ago, and 


is set to host the prestigious Turner 
Prize in 2019. 

Also free to enter, it showcases a 
range of contemporary and historical 
art in new and dynamic ways and has 
proved a huge hit since it first opened 
five years ago. 

Museums 

Kent also offers a whole host of muse¬ 
ums, where you can learn more about 
the county’s towns and villages. 
Chatham’s Historic Dockyard alows 


visitors to discover how ships, includ¬ 
ing HMS Victory, were designed and 
built and learn more about the Battle 
of Medway, for which there were a 
number of events earlier this summer 
to commemorate its 350th anniver¬ 
sary. 

Elsewhere in the county, Maidstone 
Museum attracts a number of big ex¬ 
hibitions, and is currently showcas¬ 
ing a history of the board game. 

Alternatively, the Tunbridge Wells 
Museum and Art Gallery tells the sto¬ 


ry of Kent’s spa town and also boasts a 
large toy collection dating back to the 
1700s. 

Walking & cycling 

For a county which prides itself on its 
breathtaking countryside, there are 
few better ways to experience just 
what makes it so great than by 
stretching your legs and taking in a 
stroll. 

There are hundreds of walks 


through some of the most beautiful 
surroundings, which wind along cliff- 
tops, through orchards, past vine¬ 
yards and plenty more besides. 

And if that all sounds a bit like hard 
work, then why not take to two wheels 
to explore the county on a bike? 

Cycle paths - especially on our 
coastal routes - mean it is now even 
easier to avoid the roads making it 
perfect for families wanting a healthy 
and fun day out. 



- 11-18 AUGUST 2017 - 


FOLK MUSIC BY THE SEA 

CONCERTS ‘ CEILIDHS * WORKSHOPS * DANCES 
CHILDREN'S FESTIVAL * CRAFT 0 MUSIC FAIR 
^ FESTIVAL CAMPSITE 



TICKETS AVAILABLE NOW 

www.broadstairsfolkweek.org.uk 

BOX OFFICE: 01843 604080 


mife^barr VA,T£NFALL ~ 3 ^ O 





SPECIAL GUEST CONDUCTOR NATALIA LUIS-BASSA 


KENT COUNTY YOUTH ORCHESTRA 

SUMMER CONCERT 

SATURDAY 26 AUG 2017 // 7.30PM 

Mote Hall, Maidstone Leisure Centre, Maidstone ME15 7RN 


Tickets: £15 adults + £6 For under 16s and students 
Visit www.kent-music.com/kos today to secure your tickets! 
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Circus 




DOVER 

Deal Road 
A258 
CT15 5EQ 
now until 
Tues 11 July 


V*-' .. 


TENTERDEN 

Recreation 
Ground 
TN306RA 
Thurs 13 to 
Sun 16 July 


Family Ticket 

2 adults & 2 children 


ASHFORD 

Great Chart 
Rec.Ground 
TN233BA 
Wed 19 to 
Sun 23 July 


POLHILl 

Garden Centre 
Sevenoaks 
TN14 7BD 
Wed 26 to 
Sun 30 July 


2 tickets for the price of 

with this voucner! 


2nd ticket free when you buy one at full price -the cheaper ticket is free! 
NOT VALID Wednesday and Thursday or with Family Ticket 


laser 

Spectacular 


WEDNESDAY 
&THURSDAY 


ANY 

SEAT 


TICKETS: 07843 884787 & 07952 418487 

Booking & info www.santuscircus.com 
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 

* 

Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


PERFORMING: Slapstick fun with Trash Test Dummies who will be performing in a temporary performance space in Kingsmead Car Park 

r estival unveils stellar line-up 
or its annual extravaganza 

From global stars to emerging talent, the Canterbury Festival is back in style 


A BLEND of big names 
and everything from 
drama to classical to 
comedy has been con¬ 
firmed after the Can¬ 
terbury Festival unveiled its line-up 
for later this year. 

Among those performing will be 
the singer Imelda May, singer-song- 
writer Newton Faulkner and the St 
Petersburg Symphony Orchestra. 

Dance fans will be served up Bal¬ 
let Black while Michelin-starred 
chef Tom Kerridge will be in con¬ 
versation with food writer Xanthe 
Clay. 

And that forms the mere tip of an¬ 
other major cultural iceberg that 
floats into the city this autumn. 

Festival director Rosie Turner 
says: “The line-up for 2017 is one of 
the strongest ever. It positions 
young talent from Kent alongside 
international names in music and 


performance. From the quirky to 
the classical, there’s something for 
the culture-vulture and fun-seeker 
alike.” 

The festival’s classical offering in¬ 
cludes a dash of Russian romance, 
courtesy of the St Petersburg Sym¬ 
phony Orchestra, with a repertoire 
of Tchaikovsky, Shostakovich, and 
Rimsky-Korsakov. Uzbekistan-born 
French pianist Mikhail Rudy’s pro¬ 
gramme takes in Russian composer 
Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an Exhibi¬ 
tion - and a musical interpretation 
of the art of Chagall; while pianist 
Freddy Kempf returns to the festival 
with a heady rendition of Rach¬ 
maninov’s Etudes Tableaux. 

The 1920s vintage Spiegeltent 
will return to Kingsmead, with the 
travelling venue hosting a string of 
shows including Australian circus 
sensation Casus and family-friend¬ 
ly circus of a more slap-stick varie¬ 


ty, Trash Test Dummies. 

Soul star Ruby Turner will per¬ 
form there, and wine expert Oz 
Clarke will also hold court, with a 
final performance from the Average 
White Band’s Hamish Stuart 
rounding it off. 

Tasmin Little - one of the coun¬ 
try’s best-loved violinists - pre¬ 
mieres Charles Villiers Stanford’s 
Variations for Violin Solo and Or¬ 
chestra with the internationally ac¬ 
claimed English Chamber Orches¬ 
tra in Canterbury Cathedral, along 
with Vaughan Williams’ The Lark 
Ascending. It will also premiere the 
latest Donnelly & Maltby produc¬ 
tion, The Masters of Mystery - a 
festival-commissioned musical ad¬ 
venture by Canterbury-based com¬ 
poser Ethan Lewis Maltby. 

With a spotlight too on local tal¬ 
ent, a day is dedicated to Canter¬ 
bury Sound, the psychedelic and 


prog rock scene of the 1960s and 
1970s that saw the rise of Soft Ma¬ 
chine and Caravan. 

New to the festival this year, 
Made in Kent: Dance showcases 
three Kent-based dancers and cho¬ 
reographers. 

It joins Made in Kent: Comedy, 
now in its second year, featuring 
Kent’s best comedic talent through 
its annual comedy competition and 
Made in Kent: Theatre which, in its 
third year, performs The Lamenta¬ 
ble Tragedie of the Canterbury 
Strangler. 

And if that wasn’t enough, there’s 
the stunning Tapestry of Light by 
Irene Barberis, a 36m long glowing 
artwork that lights up Canterbury 
Cathedral’s Chapter House. 

The Canterbury Festival runs 
from October 14 to November 4. For 
details see canterburyfestival.co. 
uk. 
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mydate24 


■ YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
. dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Place your advert call: 

0844 381 5289 

follow the simple instructions. You will 

also get £10 SMS CHAT CREDIT 

To REPLY BY TEXT: 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


Or Text... reply 2 (leave space) 

box number (leave space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully received messages cost £1.50 per 
SMS received (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can 
swap contact details. Messages may be moder¬ 
ated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 

YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 


I Dates in YOUR regio 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 

www.vnydate24.co.uk 


Simply VISIT 
us at: 


On-line datin 


latmg 

visit.. 


is FREE to register, try it today 

www.mydate24.co.uk 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.55 per minute plus your 
phone company’s access 
charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received. 


CATHY, 54yr old widow, I’m kind 
and warm hearted and hoping 
you will call me. Looks 
unimportant must have GSOH. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
427653 | 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well 
educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with 
gent 40+ Must be discreet, 
married or single. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3002 Box 419673 
ATTRACTIVE lady, 57yrs, great 
sense of humour, now looking 
for good times and good 
memories. Hoping to meet gent 
any age. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 427883 g 
JANE. young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any 
age for discreet no strings fun, 
any age, no time wasters ACA. 
Tel: No: 0906 515 3010 Box: 
409715 

GEMMA, 25yrs, green eyed 
brunette lady, loves to read 
raunchy books so has a huge 
imagination, hoping to expand 
upon it in real life. Call me. ACA. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
427881 $ 

SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls answered. 

Tel: 0906 515 3018 Box: 
413399 

ATTRACTIVE lonely widow, mid 
70s seeking gent for friendship. 
Pis call or text. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 427879 (| 

EMILY, mature well educated 
lady, blonde and smart and 
broadminded seeks gent any 
age for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3022 Box 421375 


STUNNINGLY attractive black 
lady, 50s, with blissful 
imagination, you have to call to 
hear what’s on offer, you won’t 
be sorry!! Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 4278771 
TAMIKA, mature black beauty, 
hourglass figure and open 


RACHAEL, 42yrs, naughty girl 
who needs lots of pleasure. Call 
me. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 427871 | 

SONIA, mature lady, pretty and 
feminine with fair hair. Loves to 
socialise, walking, car boot sales 
and more. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 4276471 
CAROLINE, 42yrs, well educated, 
sophisticated "some call me posh" 
married lady, looking for no strings 
midweek liaisons. Tel: 0906 515 
3026 Box 427533 
PAMELA early 70s with softly 
rounded body! If you are a tender 
male with passion then call or text 
me. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:427635 § 


minaea. ns can it you are 
discreet, broad minded and nice. 

1 can travel and accommodate. 
ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3006 Box 
422365 

RAPID&* 

MATCHT^ 

CULTURED lady with wicked 
sense of humour, late 60s 
seeking humorous man for 
purposeful relationship. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
427875 | 

Simply tell us your age and 
location and we will match 
you immediately! 

textI M1 t J A to[:£££I'J 

or call 0906 500 5757 

SAMANTHA, 35yrs, attractive 
brunette with own business, 
seeks adventurous gent for 
casual relationship. Tel: 0906 
515 3034 Box 425979 

0906 calls £155 per min plus your phone 
company* s access charge 89990 cost £ 1.50 
per msg. To STOP text stop to 89990 
Service provided by IMediaUK Ltd 
RHI6 3EG For Help call 0207 720 713 


ATTRACTIVE lady, 51yrs, loves 
the countryside, walking, fun 
times. WLTM a genuine man for 
romance, relationship. Call or 
text me. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 427873 @ 

HARRIETt 42yrs, blue eyed 
brunette with long lets and 
decent curves! Looking for a 
cheeky adventurous man for fun 
only. I live alone so can 
accommodate and can travel. 
Discretion assured. ACA. Give 
me a try. Tel: 0906 515 3030 
Box 426205 

CARMEL, open minded naughty 
lady seeks a broad minded strict 
man to unleash her wilder side. 
Age/looks unimportant but no 
time wasters please. Tel: 0906 
515 3042 Box 426851 


FELICITY, my friends call me 
posh” I’m not really. Call me to 
see. I’m 58yrs, curvy, blonde 
extensions and very good for my 
age. ACA. Text Only. Box: 
4043583 (D 

MATURE lady, slim and youthful, 
divorcee, loves laughter, life and 
everything. WLTM gent for 
continued fun and passion. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 427655 § 
JANET, late 40’s divorcee, own 
home and car looking to spice up 
my life with some fun. Discreet 
men only please, I’m not ready for 
a full on relationship, casual chats. 
Text Only. Box: 4189331 $ 
JANE, attractive 50 something 
lady. I love to cook and care for my 
man. Is that you? ACA. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 427651 $ 
HELLO I am a black lady, 60yrs 
young with a great personality and 
lovely looks. Call if you are looking 
to meet someone like me, or text 
me. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 427585 | 


JANE 55yrs romantic homely lady, 
hoping to meet a man for outings, 
to cook and care for. You won’t be 
sorry if you call. ACA. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 427645 i 
HELLO I’m 47yrs old, I’m a curvy 
brunette, varied interests with 
GSOH, hard working and solvent. 
WLTM gent taller than me, 5ft3. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4276391 

ATTRACTIVE Irish lady, 34yrs 
seek gent of any age. I’m caring, 
attractive with lots of offer, call to 
hear more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 427637 $ 

DEBBIE, young looking 49yrs, 
pretty brunette lady with lots to 
offer. If you are interested in a 
meeting a lady like me then please 
call me. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 427611 ! 

BECKY, 30 something lady. Full of 
laughter, very open minded and 
discreet. Hoping to meet similar 
minded gent who is older than me. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
427495 § 


Men Seeking 

mydate 14 1 


The new matchmaking 
service for the 
discerning single 


MATURE DATim 

Try for free today & join 
people near youlooKing 
for meaningful 
companionship now. 


TEXT DATE TO 63222 



FIRST THREE TEXTS FREE 

fust 3 tti free etei« j Ihererta £1.50. tbu may mni up to 4 rentals 'a each »>- 

you »'id Taxt STOP to 63??? to «<t at any time NMmm 7 mtssayoe ruj ba sent tsfuio a-rbii 
deoils am be exchsnqM Seivce Is net cwrp.is' 9?•»rated Messages are + speeded to by real users. Mo 
reergs gjarsiteec Tarrenjarg a meeciu choose a puttie soace S do no: gne oersend oelaia to people 
you tav6 not mel Strict o'ouidec by No Goals Ltd Help: 0237 72)7130 emai cMaergrojoals xotr 

Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 

or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


PIA, Asian lady, 57yrs, very caring 
and a little subservient and quiet. I 
am a good cook and loyal friend. 
Pis text me if you are kind man 

55+ Text Only. Mailbox 4013378 

i 

MICHELLE, 28yrs blue eyed 
blonde with busty figure. I’m very 
mature for my age and hope to 
meet a man to care for. I’m willing 
to please. Call or text me and I will 
get straight back to you. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 4276491§ 
NATALIA, black beauty! I am late 
50s but still fit with a good figure 
and lovely skin and eyes. I would 
like to meet a nice white gentle¬ 
man, older than myself for chats, 
maybe more. Text Only. Mailbox 
4107799 I 

MARGARET is in her 60s, she's 
young looking, blue-eyed blonde, 
kind, loving with lots of qualities. 
Seeking mature gent for mutual 
life’s pleasures. Please call me. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
427493 ! 

JULIE, 68yrs but very fit and 
young looking. Married to an older 
gent so hoping to meet someone 
much much younger. Text Me. 
Text Only: 4193435 $ 

TRUDY, 70 something lady seeks 
gent. I’m broadminded and will 
respond to all calls. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 427471 | 
KAREN, late 50’s seeking discreet 
gent any age/area for daytime 
meetings. Text Only. Box: 
4194757^ 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company’s access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


BARRY, 50, 

6ft 4ins, well 
built, divorced gent, 
looking to date calm 
and kind lovely lady. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
421195 

GUY, 50, 6ft tall, calm and kind, 
good company, seeking lovely 
lady for good times and fun and 
loving. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 425369 | 

JERRY, 66, brown hair, brown 
eyes, recently widowed, love to 
walk my dog, WLTM compatible 
lady for companionship and to 
see where things go. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 426387 
LOCAL man, seeks lady for 
friendship possibly more, for 
romantic dates and good times 
together, hope to hear from you. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
426195 I 

HANDSOME male, mid 40s, dark 
hair, hazel eyes, wishes to meet 
appropriate female for fun, 
friendship and perhaps more, 
please get in touch if interested. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422587 

MALE, 55, looking for no strings 
attached friendship, with a lady 
60-70, any status. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 426133 
EASYGOING male, 49, 6ft, well 
built, seeks female to wine/dine 
and have fun times with. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 401401 



PROFESSIONAL 

gentleman, 64, widowed, 
own house, loves holidays 
abroad, reading, eating out, 
eating in and shows, WLTM a 
lady of similar age to share 
interests and happy times 
together hopefully leading to 
lasting relationship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 425787 | 
CHRIS, 49yrs honest gent seeks 
lady 45-55 for socialising, 
friendship, maybe leading to 
romance. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 425345 § 

NICE looking 55 year old male 
WLTM sincere lady, any age, for 
friendship, outings, holidays 
abroad etc. Love the sun. Text 
only. Mailbox: 4922399 i 


GENUINE 

gentleman, 
family minded, 
kind, generous 
seeks lady 55-75 for 
wining, dining and wine 
and laughter. Tel No: 09C. 

515 7112 Box No: 425329 | 
DENTAL practitioner, 44, 6ft, slim, 
athletic build, thick dark hair, blue 
eyes, loves sports, seeks slim 
feminine sporty lady. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 425087 


MALE 60, 6ft, blue eyes, broad 
shoulders, size 11 shoes, a real 
handful! Seeks a fit mature busty 
woman for fun times. Text only 
replies. Mailbox: 60017551 
THANET male, retired, 5ft5, dark 
hair, smart, OHOC, likes walks, 
travel in motorhome, looking for a 
single, attractive lady with similar 
interests in Thanet. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 427557 
SOLVENT male, older but young at 
heart, looking for a young lady to 
wine and dine and spoil and 
pamper and in turn to pamper me. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
427443 

TALL, lively old boy, into red wine, 
garlic and Radio 3, seeks tactile 
lady for company and jolly jaunts. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
425021 $ 

MALE, 58, slim build, 5ft9, brown 
eyes, hard working, enjoys fishing 
and socialising, looking for no 
stings attached fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 427173 | 

HI ladies, looking for either NSAfun 
or LTR. I am single/work/live in own 
house. Text only. Mailbox: 
4509325 I 

LOCAL 70 year old young male, 
now single, nice appearance and 
dresser, looking for fun and 
friendship with a lady, 55-70, 
possible holidays. Can travel. 
Please ring. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 426897 § 


JASMINE, petite Black lady 51yrs, 

varied interests. Seeking white 
man for relationship. Looks 
unimportant. ACA. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 427657 | 


LIVELY mature gent, OHAC, near 
sea in Folkestone, into red wine, 
garlic and Radio 3, seeks lady 
companion/lover, 58-68 yo. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 422621 | 


WELL off man, wanting a young 
lady for spoiling. I am a sugar 
daddy looking for a sugar baby. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
427441 (§ 

CARING, sociable male, 72, N/S, 
likes all types of music, walking, 
meals out, looking for a lady for 
friendship at first. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 426865 
KENT man, retired engineer, 
solvent, enjoys holidays, meals out, 
good conversation, WLTM a slim 
lady, 60-70, with a GSOH, to share 
these times and hopefully become 
friends. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 426887 | 

RETIRED, smart, 68 year old, 5ft5, 
I enjoy eating out, walking, holidays 
and golf, WLTM a slim, attractive 
lady, 60-68, for a loving, tender 
relationship, to enjoy these times 
with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:421853 I 

MALE divorced, 6ft, well built, 
seeking fun time girl for good times. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
412717 

HARRY 50Tex soldier, 6ft, well 

built, seeking lady to wine and dine. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
417015 

50YR old divorced white male, 
passionate, strong, seeking caring 
lady for romantic, loving 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 418641 
MALE, 6ft, brown hair and blue 
eyes, warm and understanding, 
likes dining out and cosy nights in, 
lots of fun, friendship and holidays. 
Looking for a lady over 48. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 426057 | 




CARING sociable, GSOH, slim, 
attractive, married gent, 67, feels 
discarded and lonely, seeks 
likewise lady 60+ for trips out, 
dining etc. Text only. Mailbox: 
5082918| 

SIX foot guy, mature, looking for 
someone special to spend some 
quality time with. Please leave 
me a message I would love to 
hear from you! Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 420163 | 

HELLO, mature gentleman 
looking for a lady who is caring, 
likes holidays, karaoke, meals 
out, country walks and cinema. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
425401 | 

GARETH handsome 40's pilot, 
strong tall build, seeks daytime 
discreet passion with lady 30-65. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414421 


PETER, sincere solvent gent 70s 
seeks lady to wine dine, foreign 
travel, all expenses paid. I would 
love a traveling companion. 
Genuine advertiser. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 425343 i 
MALCOLM, 60 something gent, 
own hair and teeth, GSOH, 
genuine and Kind WLTM sincere 
lady to wine and dine. Please 
call. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:425335 $ 

PROFESSIONAL gent, 44yrs, 
tall, attractive and genuine. 
Seeks genuine feminine lady for 
genuine romance. ACA. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

425333 § 

PIERS, 56yrs, romantic gent 
WLTM lady to wine, dine, spoil. 
I’m kind, caring, generous pis call 
me. Single mums welcome. ACA. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
425331 $ 


MALE, 50s, likes to cross dress, 
looking for same for friendship and 
fun. Has to be discreet. Text only 
Replies. Mailbox: 4623598 (§ 
JOHN, young at heart 65, bi male, 
looking for casual fun with 
likeminded male. Maidstone Kent 
area. Must be discreet. Text only 
replies. Mailbox: 56573061 
GAY guy, medium build, likes 

outdoors, DIY, seeking slim, N/S 
guy for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 403267 
EASY going guy, 68, likes walks, 
books, seeks N/S guy for LTR. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
411413| 

ROB, bi-curious male, 55, seeks 
likeminded male, cross dresser/TV. 
Must be discreet. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 426287 I 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


a Follow us 
on 

@DATEIocally 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged 
at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 
characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service 
provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTEC¬ 
TION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, RH16 3EG, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus 
for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app, your ad may also appear on our dating app. wc. 10/07/17 
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Maze gets a fresh trim in time 
for a very traditional challenge 


Whacky Races at Kent Life 


KENT Life Heritage Farm Park 
in Sandling is hosting Whacky 
Races from July 22 to August 6 
offering the chance for family 
tug-of-wars and cheering on 
ferrets and hamsters in their 
own competitions. 




CHALLENGE : The Penshurst maize maze from above - can you escape its clutches? 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


S OME things in life remain 
as intriguing into adult¬ 
hood as they do when 
you’re a child - and that 
must surely apply when it 
comes to pitting your wits against 
the complexities of a maze. 

From Quex Park in Birchington 
to Leeds Castle near Maidstone, 
the stately homes know the chal¬ 
lenge posed by a maze continue to 
entertain, and with the summer 
holidays just around the corner, 
they will all be hoping to do brisk 
business. 

And in preparation for just that, 
Penshurst Place has gone to spe¬ 
cial efforts to ensure its puzzle will 
keep people guessing. 

The historic grounds near Ton- 
bridge lie within the estate of the 
ancestral home of the Sidney fam¬ 
ily and the birthplace of the great 
Elizabethan poet, courtier and sol¬ 
dier, Sir Philip Sidney. The original 
medieval house is one of the most 
complete surviving examples of 
14th-century domestic architec¬ 
ture in England. 

Cut into a field of maize, it prom¬ 
ises “winding walkways and se¬ 


cret shortcuts”. 

This time back with a brand new 
design to challenge visitors, the 
maize maze has been cut in the 
shape of the ancient Sidney Oak 
tree, which has been proudly 
standing on the estate for around 
1,000 years and has self-seeded a 
new sapling to take over its watch 
of the house. 

The tree - known to regulars as 
The Bear Oak - had survived cen¬ 


turies before dying last year. Leg¬ 
end has it that the Sidney Oak was 
planted on November 30, 1554, to 
celebrate the birth of the soldier 
and poet Sir Philip Sidney, who 
served Oueen Elizabeth I. 

However, the girth of the oak ac¬ 
tually suggested an age nearer 
1,000 years, which predates the 
Sidneys’ arrival. 

The maze, which pays tribute to 
it, has two routes for visitors to try 


and unravel - one for younger visi¬ 
tors which takes around 10 min¬ 
utes to conquer - and the other a 
larger more challenging option. 

All those taking part will be 
handed a special flag to wave in 
case they need rescuing. 

Entrance to the maze is included 
within the standard admission 
price for the grounds - which is £9 
for adults and £6 for children, with 
family tickets also available. 


Berry nice summer fair 


A STRAWBERRY Fair takes place in and 
around St Nicholas Church in Southfleet on 
July 29. 

The event is free to attend, runs from noon to 
3pm and features stalls, a barbecue, raffle and 
more besides. 

For details see stnicholassouthfleet.org.uk. 


Remembering the King 


MARKING the 40th anniver¬ 
sary of the death of Elvis 
Presley, a special tribute show 
will take place at Deal’s Astor 
Theatre on August 19. 

Memories of Elvis stars Aaron 
Richie and Andy Kennett. 



Bewl paddles up attempt 

BEWL Water will host the Neilson SUPU 
Armada Festival on July 21-23 - the biggest 
stand-up paddle boarding festival in the 
country. 

It will feature beginner taster sessions and 
professional competition plus an attempt to get a 
mass participation Guinness World Record. 


COUNTY 

_ WI N DOWS 

(Kent) Ltd 

0800 1979 389 


We are pleased to announce that not only are 
we installers of Conservatories, Windows, 
Doors, Cladding and Shop Fronts... 

We are now your approved 
WARM ROOF INSTALLER! 

Contact us today for a no obligation quotation 



Country Windows Kent LTD 
@ County WindowsKent 

info @ countywindowskent.co.uk 


FENSA 


Which?) 


O 


ANGEL FLEAMARKET 


Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 
8am-lpm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION 
Lots of vintage and retro bargains 


01732 456196 • 07798876857 
email: sue.carmichael@btinternet.com 


* i 



1000 


..hotels & guesthouses in 

London on localsearch24. 


tocalsearch24.co.uk 

your Tujt«d *ocd directory 
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Shops' dinosaur invasion 

DINOSAURS will be coming to 
Royal Victoria Place in Tun¬ 
bridge Wells during the 
summer holidays. 

Dino Live runs from August 
1-28 and showcases the 
fearsome beasts. 



Corbyn smear claim drama 


A DRAMA about an attempt to smear Labour 
leader Jeremy Corbyn with accusations of 
antisemitism will come to Whitstable on 
Monday (July 17). 

Called the Lynching, the one-woman show 
is performed by controversial activist Jackie 
Walker at Whitstable Labour Club at 7pm. 


Castle's date with Nell 

BROMLEY Little Theatre will 
stage Jessica Swale’s Nell 
Gwynn at Hever Castle from 
July 27-29. 

The play received critical 
acclaim during its West End 
run. Tickets on sale now. 



Ships ahoy! Nautical fun 

UP to 3,000 people are set will flock to the 
Faversham Nautical Festival for a celebration of 
the town’s sailing heritage next weekend. 

Barges, tugs and even a pirate ship will 
gather between Town Quay and Faversham 
Reach with a host of entertainment lined-up on 
dry land. 


Get ready for trip down 
memory lane with Cilia 



By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


THE legend of Cilia Black will live 
on when a musical about her life 
hits the UK later this year - includ¬ 
ing a date in Dartford. 

The much loved singer and TV 
presenter passed away two years 
ago at the age of 72. 

Best known for a string of hits in 
the 1960s - among them Anyone 
Who Had A Heart and Alfie - she 
went on to become one of the 
nation's best-loved TV faces 
presenting the likes of Blind Date 
and Surprise Surprise. 

Now Cilia - The Musical 
launches in September with her 
son, Robert Willis, as the show’s 
executive producer. 

The show is a heart-warming 
musical adaptation of the ac¬ 
claimed ITV mini-series based on 
her life story. 

Just last week, it was confirmed 
Kara Lily Hayworth, 28, had 
beaten off thousands of hopefuls to 
land the title role (pictured). 

She said: “When I was 111 was 
shopping with my mum and 
bumped into Cilia and asked her 
for an autograph. I told her I 


wanted to be an actress - she 
laughed and said ‘It’s a tough 
industry, but if you really work 
hard and go for it, you’ll be just 
fine.’ She was a huge inspiration to 
me as a child. To be chosen to play 
her is such an honour and I’m so 
excited to take on the role. To open 
in her hometown of Liverpool is so 
special and a real privilege.” 

Said Mr Willis: “We wanted 
somebody who wasn’t going to 
impersonate my mum but 
someone who could capture her 
spirit. Kara came in with her huge 


personality and amazing voice - 
when I saw the response of the 
audience, I knew she was the one 
my mum would have wanted.” 

The new musical, opens in 
Cilia’s hometown at the Liverpool 
Empire before embarking on a 
nationwide tour which takes in 
the Orchard Theatre in Dartford 
from January 16-20. 

Cilia The Musical is produced by 
Bill Kenwright and Laurie 
Mansfield and written by Jeff Pope. 

Tickets for the shows in Dartford 
are on sale now. 


STAR : Cilia Black in her TV hey¬ 
day. Picture: ITV 


MUSIC : As a pop singer back in 
1970 





No Mowing, Weeding or Watering 
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Trade & Retail Welcome • Free No Obligation Quote • Turf and Top Soil Available 

Gorse Hill • Farningham • Kent • DA4 0JU Opposite Scratchers Lane 

gorsehillnursery.co.uk - 01322 864704 / 07984 475519 
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asterChef star: We're doina breakfast all wronci 


John Torode discusses his new series exploring the cuisines of South Korea and how its changed him 


M ASTERCHEF star John 
Torode has been cook¬ 
ing for a long time and 
he thinks we might be 
doing breakfast all 

wrong. 

The TV star has just got back from 
filming in Asia and his travels have 
prompted him to question why we eat 
what we do for each meal of the day. 

His ideal way to kick off the morn¬ 
ing is with the food he ate while he 
was filming his new series in South 
Korea - meat, rice soup and kimchi. 

Now sitting back on a sofa in a Lon¬ 
don office, the Australian-born chef, 
51, says: “In this country, I still be¬ 
lieve, the relationship with food is 
quite tenuous. 

“I think there are still a lot of people 


who consider it to be fuel and I know 
quite a few people who just need to 
eat, it’s not ceremonial. 

“If you go to Thailand, everybody is 
concerned about what they are going 
to have for lunch, in China everybody 
knows what they are going to have 
and what things mean and the stories 
behind them, we aren’t like that. 

“The thing about Western food 
that is interesting is the definition of 
what you are allowed to have for 
breakfast, what you are allowed to 
have for lunch and what you are al¬ 
lowed to have for dinner. 

“Because I have this thing where I 
love Asia, for me breakfast is brilliant, 
I can have rice soup, I can have some 
kimchi, whatever I like.” 

But this idea is horrifying to his 



COUPLE : John Torode and partner, 
the EastEnders star Lisa Faulkner 


partner, EastEnders’ star Lisa Faulkn¬ 
er. “Lisa says to me, ‘that’s not break¬ 
fast food!’ Breakfast food is a piece of 
toast and a fried egg. 

“What is for lunch? A sandwich. 
But I don’t like bread very much so 
what do I have? 

“But in Asia I can have whatever I 
want and at dinner time I can have 
the same thing I had for breakfast if I 
want to and it’s not considered to be 
weird.” 

The breakfast was not the only 
thing Torode fell in love with on his 
eight-week trip round Korea - he also 
took a liking to Spam. 

“Spam is massive there,” he says. 
“At Thanksgiving you give gift boxes 
of Spam. Now I’m a Spam lover.” 

His new passion even extends to an 


enthusiasm for a bizarre dish dubbed 
army stew - “a pack of instant noo¬ 
dles, kimchi, stock, Spam, baloney, 
frankfurters, tomato ketchup, boiled 
together with sliced cheese across the 
top. It’s delicious, it’s bloody fantastic. 
It’s hot dog and noodles, it’s brilliant.” 

He loves it so much he is planning 
to make it for his four children, say¬ 
ing: “The first thing I thought was 
‘I’m going to have to make this for 
somebody because it’s just so wrong 
it’s absolutely right, cheesy hot dogs 
and noodles. 

“I haven’t made it at home yet, I 
don’t think Lisa will appreciate it but 
I think my kids will like it.” 

• John Torode’s Korean Food Tour is 
broadcast of the Good Food channel 
from July 17. 


CCW’s art showcase 

COMMUNITY College Whitstable is 
hosting an art show featuring work by 
pupils from the Swale Academies Trust. 

It includes fine art, photography and 
textiles from CCW, Westlands, North School, 
Meopham School and Sittingbourne 
Community College and open to parents 
only. 

It is the first joint visual exhibition between 
all the high schools who form the trust. 


Uptown Girls head here 

I SINGER-songwriter Elio Pace will be 
performing the greatest hits of 
legendary Billy Joel at Maidstone’s Hazlitt 
Theatre on September 7. 

The musician, who has toured with a host 
of big names, including Brian May and Huey 
Lewis, will perform the Billy Joel Songbook 
backed with a six-piece band. 

He recently performed with Joel’s band 
from the early 1970s. 


Dream battle of bands 

DREAMLAND is on the hunt for the 
best local talent as its stages a battle of 
bands competition - but be quick to get your 
entry in as all must be in by today (July 16). 

The heats begin on July 23 with perform¬ 
ances on the new outdoor stage at the park. 

To enter, you must be 16-25-years-old, and 
register at bit.ly/DreamlandBands. 

The winners will be announced on 
September3. 


Dungeness bird spot 

THE RSPB is staging a summer bird 
walk at its reserve in Dungeness on 
Wednesday (July 19). 

Running from 10.30am until noon, it is 
suitable for everyone from beginners 
through to bird watching experts. 

Led by an expert guide, it is hoped 
swallows, swifts and hobbies will be spotted 
and the call of the cuckoo heard. Adults £7, 
children £3.50. 





Auction Sale Tuesday 25th July 2017 

Over 200 lots to include: 


barnard 

marcus 



St James Road, Tunbridge Wells 

■ Semi-detached building arranged as four flats 

■ Would make superb family house 

■ Guide £750,000+ 


London Road, Maidstone 

■ 3 buildings each arranged as self contained flats - 30 flats total 

■ Offered as 3 lots 

■ Guides from £600,000 to £650,000 per lot 


For more information on these properties please call 0208 741 9990 or visit www.barnardmarcusauctions.co.uk 


*Guide Prices must not be relied upon as a valuation or assessment of value of the property. But are intended to provide an indication of the region at which the reserve may be set at the time of going to press. The guide 
price may be subject to variation and interested parties are advised to make regular checks and should be aware that the reserve price may be either below or above the quoted guide price. 
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Proudly 
supported by 




A fun, muddy 
obstacle race 
whether you 
have two 
four legs 




Saturday 30 September 

Hever Castle, Kent, TN8 7NG 

Sign up today at 

battersea.org.uk/MuddyDog 
OQ@ #MuddyDog 


Registered with 

FUNDRAISING 

REGULATOR 


Registered charity No. 206394 
© Battersea Dogs & Cats Home 2017 
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WHITSTABLE OYSTER FESTIVAL 2017 


A festival worth shelling out for 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


CROWDS are set to flock to Whitstable 
next weekend as the seaside town’s an¬ 
nual festival returns offering a feast of 
fun, food and processions. 

But the event will be very different to 
years gone by with 2017 seeing a 
much more laid back atmosphere. 

The event, which runs from July 22- 
24, shifts away from the town centre 
and the town’s popular harbour in the 
direction of the picturesque Tankerton 
Slopes this year. 

There’s still plenty to do for families 
with a host of free activities to enjoy, 
including a food fair, making of the 
grotters and the annual oyster eating 
competition. 

One of the highlights will remain 
the traditional landing of the oysters, 
but in order to avoid traffic issues, the 
procession will head to Tankerton and 
the activity there, rather than into the 
town. 

Say organisers: “Though signifi¬ 
cantly different to previous years, visi¬ 
tors and residents alike can still expect 
an eclectic programme of events for all 
ages based on the themes of commu¬ 
nity, heritage and environment. 

“The Oyster Food Fair will take place 
on Tankerton Slopes on July 22-23 and 
visitors can expect a weekend of high 
quality food, drink and music on the 



TRADITION : The landing of the oysters will take place on July 22 


beautiful grass slopes overlooking the 
sea. 

“Although the much loved parade 
has had to give way to traffic concerns, 
a new seafront procession will take 
place from the landing of the oysters 
on East Quay beach and along the 
promenade to Tankerton Slopes. 


“The procession will culminate here 
at the food festival with the hugely 
popular oyster eating challenge.” 

Certainly it is winding the clock 
back a few years for a festival which 
was once a celebration for the local 

■ Continued on page 37 
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KENT’S FIVE STAR 
HOLIDAY PARK 


ar 


:= 




The Foxhunter Park is a family owned and run holiday park in Monkton, Kent. 
Our Lodges and Holiday Caravans are set in beautifully landscaped grounds, 
with a host of facilities for the whole family. 


REASONS TO BUY AT 

The Foxhunter Park 


Holiday Homes from 

only £19,995 

New Bar and Restaurant 


Full programme of 
entertainment 


• Exclusive owners only events 

• Heated swimming pool 

• Tennis courts and sports field 

• Children’s adventure 
play area 


am 


Luxury Lodges 
for ownership on 
illow Brook 


The finest holiday homes are on display on our 


fabulous lodge development Willow Brook' 

• Exclusive development open for use all year round 

• Beautifully landscaped private gated community 

• Lodges available from ONLY £99,000 

• BUY TO LET - Earn up to £12,424 NET RETURN* 

• Low cost finance options available** 


f. 




) 




Call us now on 01843 808 677 

MONKTON, KENT CT12 4JG www.thefoxhunterpark.co.uk 

*32 weeks income based on average rent of £835.88, commission and cleaning charges are 30% plus VAT of your income. Running cost figure of £5,750 
includes sites fees, utilities and rates. Full details are available on request. **Subject to status, terms and conditions apply. 
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WHITSTABLE OYSTER FESTIVAL 2017 



■ Continued from page 35 

residents and became so hugely pop¬ 
ular and successful, thousands de¬ 
scended from across Kent and further 
afield, to soak up the atmosphere and 
enjoy themselves. 

The town’s generous helping of pubs 
and restaurants helped fuel the de¬ 
mand and last year alone it is estimat¬ 
ed some 60,000 people headed into the 
town over the course of the 10 days it 
was running. 

While the festival events themselves 
all ran peacefully and successfully, 
there were concerns there were simply 
too many people pouring into the 
small town and putting an almighty 
strain on its roads. 

The result is an event which will fo¬ 
cus just over the three days. The live 
music will be much more limited and 
be concluded by 8pm. The spectacular 
firework display to round the event off 
is also gone, as is the outdoor cinema. 

What you have is a festival which 
aims to be much of a community cele¬ 
bration. 

There’s a quiz night on the Friday 
evening, local arts and crafts, and 
plenty to keep the children enter¬ 
tained. 

Tankerton Slopes - long home to the 
town’s popular regatta - is well suited 
to hosting such an event too. Over¬ 
looking the sea and lined with pictur¬ 
esque beach huts, it offers space and 
the opportunity for plenty of enter¬ 
tainment - plus each access to the 
shingle bay below. 

And while the centre of activity has 
shifted away from the town centre, 
there are fewer prettier places than 


Whitstable’s High Street and Harbour 
Street, with little paths linking the key 
streets and all just moments away 
from a coastline where there’s even a 
pub on the beach itself. 

The working harbour, ringed with 
seafood stores selling freshly caught 
cockles, whelks and, of course, oysters, 


is always worth a visit too. 

It may not be on such a grand scale 
as before - but the Whitstable Oyster 
Festival remains one of the stand-out 
events and one which will continue to 
pull in the crowds. 

■ For full details see the site 
whitstableoysterfestival.co.uk. 



ACTIVITIES: There’s plenty to do for visitors of all ages during the event 



HETAS 


'*We 're 'warming to you." 

for: 

\ BURNING AND MULTI- FUEL STOVES 

Mantles, Hearths 8c Shelves . 


'AVI NG 


2 Saddleton road- CT5 4JB 
01227 266209 

WH1TSTABLESTOVESHOP.CO.UK 
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PUZZLES 


DOUBLE CROSSWORD 


CODEWORD 



Quick 

Across 

1. Divide (4) 

3. Surrender (4,4) 
9. Misdemeanour 
(7) 

10. Dawn (3-2) 

11. Absurd (12) 

13. Advent (6) 

15. Missing (6) 

17. Miraculous (12) 


20. Heading (5) 

21. Decked (7) 

22. Ponder (8) 

23. Exceedingly (4) 

Down 

1. Outlook (8) 

2. Plunder (5) 

4. Avoids (6) 

5. Allotment (12) 


6. Speculation (7) 

7. Mature (4) 

8. Proclamation (12) 
12. Impassively (8) 
14. On horseback (7) 
16. Unharmed (6) 

18. Extent (5) 

19. Stalk (4) 


Cryptic 

Across 

1. Fish having escaped, 
we hear (4) 

3. Rice soup could 
become highly 
esteemed (8) 

9. Late meals for drinkers 

(7) 

10. These will ruin the 
page (5) 

11. Accommodation for 
the ranker? (7,5) 

13. He can be seen at the 
ringside for a short 
time (6) 

15. Watch chain for 
Einstein, for instance 
( 6 ) 

17. Well, that’s what he’s 
expected to find (5,7) 

20. Prevent endless travel 
in confusion (5) 

21. Can be stretched in 
steel, maybe (7) 

22. Borderline obliged to 
be put near a railway 

( 8 ) 

23. Cleric emerges from 
inside a nunnery! (4) 


Down 

1. The final appointment 
indicating it’s time for 
retiring! (4,4) 

2. It’s a sign this island is 
linked with corn (5) 

4. Kind of apple having 
fungus disease round 
the south-east (6) 

5. The upkeep of the 
benefice that rises 
with inflation (4,2,6) 

6. Superintend putting a 
piece of poetry in Old 
English (7) 

7. Sounds as though 
it enables one to 
observe a particular 
spot (4) 

8. Don’t stand for this 
clue! (6,6) 

12. One who operates 
round the head of the 
Thames for fish (8) 

14. A fine building 

providing conversation 
over the water in 
France! (7) 

16. On paper he has a 
responsible job (6) 

18. Unsophisticated one in 
important part of the 
Church (5) 

19. Sounds like a tight 
squeeze at the side of 
the door (4) 


This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a 
letter, with the same number always representing the same letter. 

For example, if 8 turns out to be a V, you can write in V wherever a square contains 
8. Using your knowledge of words, complete the puzzle. 



r 


Arrowword 


SUDOKU 


Netting 

Winter 

month 

▼ 



Adept 

Shopping 

T 

Weapons 


L 


f 


f 




Forming 
the base 






Belonging 


Of the 
pope 

Antisocial 

behaviour 

(VU.I) 


Allows 

Gambling 



! 


L 

f 


T 


Piece of 
property 


Arid 

Wrong- 

Slaughter¬ 

house 




Guided 

f 


f 

L 








number 




Attempt 





Enter your 
answers 
in the 
direction 
indicated by 
the arrows. 


Battleships 

Find where ships shown 
below are hidden in the 
grid. The numbers to 
the right of and below 
the grid indicate how 
many of the squares 
in that row are filled in 
with ships or parts of 
ships. The ships do not 
touch each other, even 
diagonally. Some of the 
squares have been filled 
to start you off. 

THE FLEET 

1 x Battleship 

2 x Cruiser 

3 x Destroyer 

4 x Submarine 



1 23456789 10 



4021 403240 
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Solutions 


Word Spiral 


1 



2 





9 



10 




14 



15 



8 





11 

4 




16 





13 



12 



7 



6 



5 


\ 

Starting from 1, 
fill in the grid 
clockwise with four- 
letter words. The last 
letter of each word 
becomes the first 
letter of the next to 
reveal the key word in 
the shaded boxes. 


1. 

Sicilian volcano 

9. Reverberation 

2. 

Region 

10. Cooker 

3. 

Atmosphere 

11. Shipshape 

4. 

First man 

12. Melt 

5. 

Intend 

13. Teak, say 

6. 

Title 

14. Expensive 

7. 

Dutch cheese 

15. Hasty 

8. 

Masculine 

16. Search for prey 

Keyword clue: An American state 
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TV&lifestyle travel 

Got Georgia 
on your mind? 

Not that Georgia. But here's why you should go to 
this one, says Mike Pickup 


II 


I ’m off to Georgia” I told 
the neighbours, the 
country that is, not the 
American state of the 
same name. 

I travelled via Astana, 
capital of Kazakhstan. I was there 
last year so was delighted to re-visit 
the world’s weirdest, and newest, 
capital city with its straight 
grid-like roads. In contrast Tbilisi, 
Georgia’s capital, is so very 
different - old buildings and roads 
with bends in them. 

Although tired from travelling I 
was taken to dinner at Tsiskvili. 
This is not just a restaurant but an 
entire Georgian experience - a feast 
with great entertainment. Guests 
sat down at a table laden with food, 
not sure how we were going to cope, 
but this was just starters! Musicians 
and dancers entertained us while 
we ate in a lovely riverside setting. 

Next morning I set off for the cave 
town of Uflistsikhe, one of the 


earliest settlements in Georgia. At 
its peak it was home to an estimated 
20,000 people. 

Then it was on to Gori, the 
birthplace of Joseph Stalin, leader 
of the Soviet Union from 1941 to 
1953.1 saw the small wooden house 
in which Stalin was born in 1878 and 
his personal armour plated Pullman 
railway carriage. 

Later I visited Mtskheta for a 
lunchtime feast. Dating back to the 
fifth century BC, it was the capital 
of Georgia for eight hundred years. 
The small bustling town is popular 
with visitors and dominated by the 


fortified Svetitskoveli cathedral. 
Legend has it that Jesus’s robe is 
buried here. 

So, back to explore Tbilisi. It sits 
astride the Mtkvari River and is 
almost completely surrounded by 
mountains. Perhaps the most 
spectacular of the river crossings is 
the Peace Bridge covered in a 
bow-shaped steel and glass structure. 
Another river crossing worth seeing 
is the Baratashvili Bridge which 
contains a number of bronze statues 
of people looking along the river, 
sitting on the edge of the bridge 
and more. 




Factfile 


How to get there 


■ Air Astana offers return flights 
between Heathrow and Astana 
from £495 and return flights 
between Astana and Tbilisi from 
£215. From 11 September Air 
Astana offers a stop-over in Astana 
with transfers and hotel on a B&B 
basis for just $1 for the first night. 
Additional nights at standard rates. 
Go to www.airastana.com/uk/ 
en-US Tel: 020 7644 6121 Mon-Fri, 
0900-1730. 

■ I Love Meet & Greet provides 
valet parking at Gatwick, Heathrow 
and Stansted airports. For more 
details and to book please visit: 
www.ilovemeetandgreet.co.uk 
where you can also sign up to 
receive discount codes via email. 

Overlooking the river is a rocky 
outcrop, one of the earliest inhabited 
areas of the city. King Vakhtang 
Gorgasali erected a palace and 
church here in the fifth century and 
there is a statue of him mounted on 
a horse next to the Metekhi Church. 

Tbilisi has a famous funicular 
railway which took me to 
Mtatsminda, 700 meters above sea 
level. That evening I had another 
feast on a terrace overlooking the 
city. 

It was time to go home; I was 
beginning to wonder if my clothes 
would ever fit me again. 



win mr 


Mt EPHRAIM GARDENS, FAVERSHAM, KENT 
AUGUST 25-27 

A delightful weekend in the country with good food, great beers and the 
very best in prog , classic rock, folk and blue s music 

BARCLAY Ss HARVEST 






MARTIN BARRE.BANB HHBHTBI LINDISFARIME 

Martin Turner ex WISHBONE ASH * SOFT MACHINE * IO EARTH * SOLSTICE * GRYPHON 
EDGAR BROUGHTON * THE FIERCE & THE DEAD * HOME SERVICE * STRAWBS acoustic 
DR FEELGOOD * DENNIS GREAVES & MARK FELTHAM (9 Below Zero) * PARADISE 9 
TOMMY JUSTICE * PEARL HANDLED REVOLVER * DEL BROMHAM S BLUES DEVILS * JACKIE LYNTON BAND 
OPENSIGHT * HOUSE OF X (X-UFO) * KINDRED SPIRIT * TRUE DECEIVERS * JACKIE McAULEY BAND * & more 
Well stocked bars with a selection of real ales and lagers jrom award winning brewers Canterbrew, 

Wantsum and Britain’s oldest brewers Shepherd Neame, plus 2107 award winning cidersjrovn Kentish 
Pip. Food & Craft Stalls, Music Workshops & more 
Camping, Pre-Pitched Camping and Glamping available. Free Parking 
Family and Group tickets also available at discounted prices 
TICKET HOTLINE 0844 884 2920 Full details and tickets online at: 

www.anewdayfestival.com 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Room G46, The 
Panorama, 130 Park Street, 
Ashford, Kent TN248EZ 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

^F@ kosmedia 


TDC should be 
open on Manston 

THE hundreds of people queuing to 
get into RSP (RiverOak) presenta¬ 
tions about Manston Airport 
recently didn’t escape my notice. 

Nor did the fact that very few 
councillors attended any of the 
meetings. 

Having made a few enquiries I 
have discovered, to my dismay, that 
although Dover District Council 
(who also run a cabinet system) and 
Kent County Council, have arranged 
to have a presentation to full council, 
as yet, Thanet District Council 
haven’t. Why not? 

Instead, they are planning to have 
a closed (secret) meeting on July 18, 
of just the cabinet and senior 
management team. No other 
councillors, nor the public, are 
allowed to attend. 

Why not? 

As representatives of all the people 
of Thanet, where the airport lies, is it 
not the responsibility of our own 
councillors to know what RiverOak’s 
latest plans are for Manston Airport, 
as well as those of Stone Hill Park? 

Regardless of our views about the 
airport reopening, the development 
consent order (DCO) is clearly 
rumbling on, following advice from 
the Planning Inspectorate advice 
department in Bristol and is on the 
official government website for all to 
see at infrastructure.gov.uk/ 
manstonairport. 

As are RSP’s huge and legal 
documents at RSP.co.uk. 

To be fully informed, open and 
transparent as promised by Ulip 
about the future of the airport, we 
need to write or email our TDC ward 
councillors and/or Chris Wells and 
insist on a public presentation to full 
council in the very near future. 

Angela Stevens, 
Ramsgate 

Airport is never 
going to take off 

SIMON Crow should lose no sleep 
over night flights from Manston 
Airport [KoS, letters, 02.07] - they’re 
never going to happen, nor will there 
be any daytime flights either. 

The project [to reopen Manston 
Airport] is a turkey and turkeys can’t 

fly- 

John Ward Moorhou.se, 

Tunbridge Wells 

Letter writers are 
missing the point 


OH how my alt fan-club really do not 
like having their cosy complacency 
upset by the realities [KoS, letters, 
last week]. 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 



Lorry park would be a 
waste of public cash 


I AM writing with regard the 
situation of the proposed lorry park 
in Stanford. 

I feel this is a huge waste of public 
funds given that we have not had an 
Operation Stack situation since July 
2015. 

The proposed lorry park is also far 
too large and much too close to the 
Port of Dover and the Eurotunnel 
terminal. 

Building on a floodplan area is 
also a major issue. It has since been 
proposed that 12,000 new houses 
are to be built in the surrounding 
areas of Sellindge and Lympne, at 
the old Folkestone Racecourse site, 
which are in the same vicinity as 
the proposed lorry park. 

A new junction on the M20 - 10a 
- has also been confirmed which is 
down to house an enormous 
industrial area with buildings to the 
equivalent of up to 30 football 
pitches, not only this, but there is 
current work in Ashford building 
5,700 new homes with a figure of 
30,000-plus planned for the town. 


Mr Granger though does have a 
point in that it has been the right 
wing versions of the Tories and 
Labour which have brought us to 
our current parlous state for the 
many but I wonder what if Mr Brown 
hadn’t bailed out the banks with 
Tories backing? 

None of this though was Mr 
Corbyn’s fault. 

However, to clarify my actual 
position; I only back Mr Corbyn’s 
Labour in as far as they are the ones 
in pole position to take over and 
indeed the latest polls suggest that 
he’d win a majority were an election 
to happen quite soon. 


My concern is, that with all these 
proposed Improvements’ to Ashford 
and its surrounding areas, is that both 
Canterbury and Ashford will suffer 
severely from flooding due to the River 
Stour flowing through them. 

The water from both Stanford 
and Sellindge runs to the reservoir 
in Aldington which is not equipped 
to handle any kind of water surge 
now, so will certainly not cope with 
this additional pressure. All the 
other proposals mentioned above, 
however, are situated below the 
reservoir, thus travelling straight 
through to Ashford and along to 
Canterbury. 

I would suggest building an 
entirely new road which LGV 
drivers would be diverted to when 
Stack is put in force. This road 
would filter off inbetween junctions 
eight and nine of the M20 running 
parallel with the motorway and 
would give access to the A20 and 
continue through to Ashford. 

Brian Marchant 
Ashford 


Then we’d see whether shadow 
chancellor John McDonnell’s figures 
add up or need revising in the light of 
circumstances. 

That said, at least Labour pro¬ 
duced costings in their manifesto 
whereas the Tories just published a 
completely uncosted mish-mash and 
even now I’d strongly advise all never 
to believe a word they say on their 
triple-lock pensions or social care 
proposals back tracking. 

My main vote primarily goes to the 
Green Party though; which I’d like to 
see in power via a PR vote as by far 
the largest party albeit in coalition 
with Corbyn’s Labour. 


The Lib Dems and SNP would be 
the main opposition and the Tories 
finally reduced permanently to a 
single figure handful for what they 
and their corporate and media mates 
have helped do. 

Elsewhere, the usual dodging of 
the obvious mammoths, never mind 
elephants, in the room by Messrs 
Carr and Baker. 

Mr Carr points to the unions 
funding Labour but avoids the far 
greater bungs to the Tories from 
their business pals; whilst getting 
paranoid about Mr Putin lobbing 
nuke missiles at us, though for why 
escapes him, and ignores that the 
greater threat may lie with the 
incompetent in the White House 
across ‘the pond’. 

Besides, Trident subs will be white 
elephants anyway, as drone technol¬ 
ogy renders them redundant. 

What’s needed is for the military to 
be enabled to take on civilian 
contracts and then put any surpluses 
into helping fund increasing the far 
better tech-smart and nimble 
conventional forces that will likely 
feature in the future. 

He also swipes at the benighted 
students, who suffer under the 
highest loans in Europe and face 
rising interest rates on those, whilst 
now even the architect of such, 
Andrew Adonis, calls for the 
abolition of such. 

Mr Baker forgets that government 
funding is nothing like household 
budgets and that, whilst the UK has 
a £1.7 trillion national debt put there 
mostly by former chancellor George 
Osborne, the rich in the UK now have 
around £ll.ltn, in albeit various 
assets between them, and tax havens 
still hold probably over £30tn 
between them. 

Both cannot of course mention the 
sudden ‘magic-money tree’ of £lbn 
to the DUP to prop up Mrs May, 
whilst our public services remain 
underfunded, foodbank use increas¬ 
es, pay and benefits caps remain, gig 
economy jobs proliferate and people 
languish in over 181 buildings with 
cladding similar to that used on 
Grenfell Tower. 

So whilst I return again to the 
wings I’ll not be asleep but keeping a 
close eye with my ‘scalpel pen of 
reality’, as it were, at the ready. 

Ray Duff, 

Folkestone 

Ray, you’d leave 
us up the duff 

RAY Duff’s latest tirade was 
outrageous even by his standards 
[KoS, letters, 02.02]. 

If we were to get what he suggests 
this country really would be ‘up the 
Duff’ and most certainly without a 
paddle. 

S Reeves, 
Herne Bay 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 


people living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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Prince of Wales 
Terrace, Deal 

by Brian Summers 
from Faversham 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk,. Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 



♦ FULL HEATING SYSTEMS f ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING 

♦ BOILER CHANGES & HEATING WORK 

♦ BATHROOMS (FREE ESTIMATES 


Te/: GHGGG G~I~tGGG 
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holidays 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Holidays offered by 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 

ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 

info@gnvoyages.com 

www.gnvoyages.com 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 


3IABTA 





deposit 


New Amen Corner 


Ferrari & Lamborghini 

Live the Dream in Maranello 
By Air from Gatwick/Heathrow 

20 October, 2017 & 9 March, 2018 • Quote: FL-KOS 


rA 
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/ 
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4 DAY! 

FROM 

549 

5 

DD 

L 


rr J 


Come with us to Maranello and Modena in Northern Italy - home to legendary 
Ferrari and Lamborghini sports cars. Our four-day break takes in all the sights 
of Maranello including The Ferrari Museum and the Fiorano Test Track. We will 
also visit the Enzo Ferrari and Lamborghini Museums in Modena. No trip to 
Maranello would be complete without taking a Ferrari out for a spin. Test 
drives are possible with a host of models to choose from. 

INCLUDED: Escorted throughout abroad • 3 nights B&B sharing a twin/double 
room at the 4-star Maranello Village Hotel plus 1 dinner • Admissions to: The Ferrari 
Museum, The Enzo Ferrari Museum PLUS guided bus tour inside the Fiorino test- 
track proving grounds and Viale Enzo Ferrari and The Lamborghini Museums 
• Return flights: October - London Gatwick to Bologna; March - London Heathrow 
to Bologna - hand luggage included • Transfers abroad 

Conditions apply to low 


Come with us to the biennial Monaco Historic Grand Prix, run on the famous 
formula 1 circuit with classic Grand Prix cars from the 1940s to 1980s. Enjoy a 
seated grandstand ticket for final race day, access to cars and drivers in the 
paddock, direct Eurostar travel to the Mediterranean coast, excursions to 
Portofino, San Remo and Dolceacqua, and free drinks every night at the hotel 
in Diano Marina, Italy. 

INCLUDED: Escorted throughout • Return Eurostar rail travel London St Pancras 
(Ashford on request) to Marseille • 7 nights at the Hotel Helios (or similar) Diano 
Marina - Half Board plus free drinks 6pm to 11 pm every night - local brands of beer, 
wine & spirits • Grandstand seated ticket for Historic Grand Prix race day • All 
excursions & Transfers 
ts- please call for details 


Rhine New Year Party 
River Cruise 


Cologne, Koblenz & Rudesheim 

By Rail from Ebbsfleet or Air from Gatwick 

29 December, 2017 - Quote RN12-KOS 

Welcome in the New Year with the splendours and stunning scenery along the 
Rhine on this relaxing river cruise on board the 4-star Mps Switzerland II which 
hosts you in style with all meals, selected free drinks and entertainment in an 
informal, fun and friendly atmosphere. This holiday visits the famous towns of 
Cologne, Koblenz, and Rudesheim where we welcome in the New Year with a 
celebration dinner and entertainment. 

INCLUDED: Entertainment • Beer, wine by the glass, and soft drinks served at lunch 
and dinner and from 10am to 1 am at the bar • Escorted rail travel from St Pancras 
and Ebbsfleet OR return flights with luggage from a choice of UK airports - supp't 
may apply • 4-nights full board cruise on the 4-star MPS Switzerland II - Transfers 
abroad • Services of our Cruise Director on board 


Monaco Historic Grand 
Prix & Portofino 

By Rail from St Pancras & Ashford 

Monday 7 May, 2018-Tour GP5-12-KOS 


FREE Drinks 

Entertainment 


Over 40s only 

fl Opp 




3 nights 
halfboard 
PLUS from 

£ 269 pp 


si 


Bringing On Back 
The 60s & 70s Party 

Warner Lakeside 
Hayling Island 

20 April, 2018 - Quote: LK4-K0S 

GREAT entertainment, good food and a setting in 32 acres of grounds near the 
sea make Warner's Lakeside resort on the South Coast perfect for a spring 
getaway. Entertainment includes New Amen Corner's new show Bringing On 
Back The 60s plus a tribute to Abba and more. Add FREE drinks from 6pm- 
midnight and an allocated table for dining and entertainment that's yours for 
the weekend and this is one party you won't want to miss. Over-40s only. 
INCLUDED: FREE bar 6pm-midnight every night - selected branded beers and 
spirits, house wine by the glass, selected soft drinks and mixers • Full programme 
of live entertainment • Three nights' standard en-suite chalet accommodation - 
upgrades available • Three breakfasts and three dinners 


4* Ferrari 
themed 
Hotel 
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Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 




SKODA is being kept busy launching new models 
and revising existing ranges as part of its strong 
product offensive. 

Having launched the all-new Kodiaq large 
sport utility vehicle, it has revised the family Octa- 
via and large Superb hatches and estates, Citigo 
city car and Rapid and Rapid Spaceback hatch¬ 
backs, and launches its new compact Karoq SUV 
at the end of the year. 

Here we look at the compact, but spacious, Rap¬ 
id and Rapid Spaceback - affordable family cars 
that sit between the Fabia supermini and Octavia. 

Both are five-door hatches, the Rapid looks like 
a saloon while the Rapid Spaceback has a smaller 
boot - 415 against 550 litres - but more spacious 
back seats and a smart deep glass tailgate. 

As well as a facelift - new foglights, front bump¬ 
er and wheel - brighter bi-xenon headlights, day¬ 
time running lights using LED technology and 
automatic headlights with high-beam assistant 
to automatically dip them are available. 

It has also been upgraded inside, with new door 
inlays and redesigned air vents, instruments and 
air-con controls. 

There are also new engines with 95 and HOPS 
three-cylinder 1.0-litre turbo petrols, replacing 
the 10kg heavier 1.2-litre TSI units, joining the 


90PS 1.4-litre and 115PS 1.6-litre turbo diesels. 

In the Spaceback the lower-powered petrol 
and diesel engines are also offered with auto¬ 
matic transmission while the Rapid’s auto petrol 
offering is a 125PS 1.4-litre TSI. 

The 95PS 1.0 TSI Rapid has a 0-62mph time 
of 11 seconds, a top speed of 116 mph, 64.2mpg 


combined and lOlg/km of C02. The figures for 
the HOPS version are 9.8 seconds, 124mph, 
62.8mpg and 104g/km. 

The Rapid, available as S, SE, Sport and SEL, is 
priced £15,345 to £20,135, with the Rapid 
Spaceback S, SE Tech and SE Sport £14,410 to 
£19,570. 
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Whatever the reason for finding your next car drive24.co.uk can help 




dr ve24. 


Visit 


www.drive24.co.uk 


Search 

for your perfect car 


Call 


your local dealers 


Look local first with 


drive24.co.uk 
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Fresh chapter in Hyundai success story 


Hyundai calls its i30 the DNA car and this third-generation family hatchback, 
and forthcoming estate, takes the brand to the next level, says Andy Russell 



P EOPLE frequently ask 

what I think about certain 
models or recommend 
they look at and it’s a 
chance to open their eyes 
to marques they would probably not 
have considered. 

Most want something sensible, 
reliable, that will take the family 
comfortably, has some nice kit and 
gives peace-of-mind motoring 
without busting the budget to 
acquire or run. 

It’s hard not to steer them towards 
brands like Hyundai which, with a 
range from city cars to big 4x4s, 
meets many demands. 

It’s a line-up constantly evolving, 
so youthful, and the latest relaunch 
is the i30 hatch, followed now by 
Tourer estate. 

Hyundai has built its success in 
Europe with the i30 - its ‘DNA car’ 
for the family - and this third-gener¬ 
ation model takes the look to a new 
level, launching the new face’s 
‘cascading grille’. 

They used to sell purely on price, 
now design is key for customers so 
the new model is one of the most 
stylish compact family hatchs. 

Hyundai has also taken on board 
customer needs with the latest 


connectivity technology and 
naturally-aspirated petrol engines 
make way for more efficient turbo 
units. 

A new chassis, more direct 
steering and a highly-rigid body are 
key ingredients for the improved 


driving manners. 

Most owners want a car that’s 
comfortable and corners confidently, 
rather than a sharp, sporty steer, so 
this i30 ticks the boxes. 

The supple ride does a decent job of 
ironing out rough roads, the biggest 



niggle being tyre noise. 

No issues with the handling either, 
tackling twists and turn competently 
with good grip and body control. The 
tweaked steering makes light work of 
getting in and out of parking spaces 
but is well weighted at speed. 


Hyundai i30 

Price: from £16,995 

Engine tested: l,353cc, 140PS, 
four-cylinder turbo petrol 
Performance : 0-62mph 8.9 

seconds; top speed 130mph 
MPG: Urban 42.8; extra urban 
58.9; combined 52.3 
C02 emissions: 124g/km 

Warranty: Five year, 

unlimited mileage 
Will it fit in the garage?: L 
4,340mm; W 1,795mm 
(excluding door mirrors); H 
1,455mm 


The i30 is roomy, light and airy 
inside with decent headroom and 
good rear legroom, even with adults 
up front. A small transmission hump 
in the floor shouldn’t trouble a 
middle passenger in the back, while 
the 395-litre boot is bigger than most 
rivals and well shaped. 

This third-generation i30 heralds 
the next chapter in the brand’s 
success story and it’s hard not to 
make a case for, or come away liking, 
this attractive all-round package. 




Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Crossland X range: Urban: 
43.5 (6.5) - 68.9 (4.1), Extra-urban: 58.9 (4.8) - 85.6 (3.3), Combined: 52.3 (5.4) - 78.5 (3.6). C0 2 emissions: 123 - 93g/km. # 

Personal contract hire offer on Crossland X Elite 1.2 (81PS) including free of charge brilliant paint silver roof rails and premium LED lighting on vehicles ordered by 2 October 2017, subject to availability and status. Age 18+ only. Figures based on a non-maintenance 
contract hire package with advance rental of £4,740, then 35 monthly rentals of £237. Excess miles over contracted mileage of 24,000 over 36 months charged at 8 pence per mile. Excess charges also apply if you breach manufacturer servicing or maintenance 
guidelines or if the car exceeds BVRLA Fair Wear & Tear guidelines for its age/mileage when it is returned to Vauxhall Leasing. Package includes Road Fund Licence and Vauxhall Assistance. Guarantee/indemnity may be required. Prices and details are subject 
to change without notice. For full specification and Ts&Cs contact your local Retailer. You will not own the car. ALD Automotive Ltd., trading as Vauxhall Leasing, BS16 7LB. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. #Fuel consumption 
information is official government environmental data, tested in accordance with the relevant EU directive. Official EU-regulated test data is provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other 
non-technical factors. General Motors UK Limited t/a Vauxhall Motors reserves the right to change, amend or withdraw this offer at any point in time. Correct at time of going to press. 


Go Vauxhall Chislehurst 

Perry Street 
Chislehurst BR7 6HB 

0208 302 0911 
www.govauxhall.co.uk 


IMY j HT l2i37 

EVER 

look cheap 


Go Vauxhall Edenbridge 

Station Road 
Edenbridge TN8 6HL 

01732 423928 
www.govauxhall.co.uk 


PYJAMA 


Go Vauxhall Sevenoaks 

Mill Road 

Sevenoaks TN13 2UZ 

01732 423954 
www.govauxhall.co.uk 
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LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two hospitals is a 22 bed 
independent hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst the second hospital is a 4 bed independent 
hospital based at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals have a reputation for providing excellent 
medical and surgical facilities supported by Specialist Consultants, Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. We have 
state of the art diagnostic equipment and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 

The continuing growth of our business has resulted in a vacancy for the 
following staff: 

Housekeeper x 2- Margate 

Part Time - 30 and 20 hour per week positions Salary £7.54 per hour 
Closing Date -20 July 2017 Interview Date - 27th and 28th July 2017 
Qualifications and Experience 

• Previous housekeeping experience 

• Previous experience in a customer facing role 

• Mathematics and English (GCSE or Equivalent) Grade C or above 

• Able to work independently and as part of a team 

• Ability to recognise and report situations affecting patient care 

• Flexible approach 

• Supportive to patients and colleagues 

To discuss these opportunities, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: please contact: 

Liz Justice, Ward Manager on 01843 235012 

Staff Nurse Nights - Ward Margate 

Part Time 20 hrs per week, Salary - £22,128 - £24,547 (pro rata) Dependant on previous 
experience and qualifications. 

Closing Date - 20 July 2017 - Interview Date - 28 July 2017 
Qualifications and Experience 
•Registered Nurse 1st level 

• Evidence of continual professional development 

• Experience in surgical/medical environment with a knowledge and understanding of 
surgical/medical procedures 

• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills 

• Caring and friendly personality 

• Able to cope under pressure 

To discuss these opportunities, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: Sue Jones, 

Ward Sister on 01843 234552 

For job descriptions and application forms please visit our website: 

www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 

Previous applicants need not apply. 

Alternatively, please contact Carina Pieries, HR Assistant 
Telephone: 01304 222687 E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 


Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. This position is subject to a 
Disclosure and Barring check. 



Goods Vehicle 
Operator’s Licence 

Mariana McCarthy trading as Reinstatement 
Services Ltd of 45 Hamsey Green Gardens, 
Warlingham, Surrey CR6 9RS is applying for 
a licence to use Whites Transport, The Hanger, 
The Loop, Manston Kent CT12 5DE as an 
operating centre for 3 goods vehicles and 0 
trailers 

Owners or occupiers of land (including 
buildings) near the operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or enjoyment of that 
land would be affected, should make written 
representations to the Traffic Commissioner at 
Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, 
LS9 6NF, stating their reasons, within 21 days 
of this notice. Representors must at the same 
time send a copy of their representations to the 
applicant at the address given at the top of this 
notice. A Guide to Making Representations is 
available from the Traffic Commissioner’s office. 


PLEASE MENTION 
THIS PAPER WHEN 
REPLYING TO THESE 
ADVERTISEMENTS 




Charlton Park 


Charlton Park Road 
Charlton, London, SE7 8HX 
Main Telephone: 020 8249 6844 



Academy 


Mark Dale-Emberton Principal 
www.charltonparkacademy.com 
mailbox@charltonparkacademy.co.uk 


Specialist Staff for Highly Specialist Provision 

Due to popular demand our student numbers are increasing from September 2017 onwards, so we are seeking 
positive, hardworking, diligent and trustworthy people that will help us make a difference for the life outcomes of 
young people, all of whom have complex and severe learning conditions and disabilities. 

They need someone Special too- Does this describe you? 

We are especially looking for keen, enthusiastic people with a zest for life, interested in extending their current 
skills and knowledge and who want to become experts in our sector. People who can adapt their current knowledge/ 
skills/interests/training to a new special context. 

We are improving upon our rich offer for our high need students and we want people who can willingly 
bring themselves to the party. We have some incredibly creative and wonderful staff and want them to have flexible 
intelligent colleagues to enhance the life chances of all our community. 

We are a Specialist Academy serving secondary students aged 11-25 years with severe and profound learning 
disabilities, physical disabilities and/or complex medical needs, and many have severe autism or a mixture of these 
barriers to learning. That’s why we need specialist staff, prepared to learn and understand how to unlock their 
potential to enrich and enhance their lives and their outcomes. Our students are highly motivated to learn and deserve 
staff who are self-motivated and interested in helping them achieve exceptional outcomes and prepare effectively for 
a tough and difficult adult life without as much support as they will get from us. 

We are seeking people who can become or are already Higher Level Teaching Assistants/NNEB’s to Instruct/ 
lecture/supervise and support students and staff. The successful candidates will need resilience, emotional maturity 
and a genuine passion for helping young people and adults. Perhaps most important of all, is that you share our 
collaborative approach where meeting the students’ needs very well, are at the heart of what we are here for. 

Applicants should ideally meet HLTA/NNEB/degree standards or have equivalent qualifications or experience. All 
employees are required to support all aspects of care and take responsibility. We are happy to welcome back teachers 
into teaching too, and those considering teaching as a career pathway with us, which we would support. 

Applicants must be fit and proper persons, fully authorised to work around young people and vulnerable adults, 
meet current and future safeguarding regulations. Applicants ideally should hold a full current driving licence and 
be prepared to support young people access the community via our fleet transport of cars, or minibus’s using the 
community for swimming, sports and other activities (Training will be provided). 

The post will require two employer references available before interview and full DBS and record checking including a 

medical before employment would begin. 

Pay scale offered to successful candidates will depend upon previous skills, knowledge and experience and will 
initially range from £10.09 - £13.43 an hour gross pay. For experienced or exceptional candidates, we will be prepared 
to offer more than these rates, dependent upon current or previous posts held or specialist knowledge skills/training. 

An application form and job description can be downloaded at www.charltonparkacademv.com or be sent by 
contacting: L. Charlesworth lcharlesworth@charltonparkacademv.co.uk 


Charlton Park Academy, Charlton Park Road, London SE7 8HX 
Telephone: 020 8249 6844 


Applications will be processed upon receipt in order, and posts may be filled before the deadline of 15th September 
2017. We will review and consider all applications for the next recruitment round for October start. 



Go home today knowing 
you’ve inspired someone. 


Find a job you love 
in London with 




s 


.co.uk 
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Sport 

Bell-Drummond 
commits future 

The batsman has represented Kent since the age of seven 



Cricket 


By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


KENT can expect “much more to 
come” from opener, Daniel Bell- 
Drummond, after he pledged his fu¬ 
ture to the club this week by signing a 
contract extension. 

The England Lions batsman, who 
turns 24 next month, is a graduate of 
the prolific Kent Cricket Academy 
and has represented the county since 
the age of seven. 

He made his first class debut at just 
17 and has become a regular at the 
top of the order in all formats, earn¬ 
ing his county cap in 2015. 

2016 was a breakthrough year 
with Bell-Drummond improving his 
career-best in all three formats and 
earning Kent’s One-Day Player of the 
Year award. 

The Lewisham-born right-hander 
said: “Kent has been a huge part of 
my life since I was seven years old. I 
feel very much at home here. 

“I want to play for England one day 
and I feel my game is progressing well 
with the support of Matt Walker and 
the Kent coaches. 

“It’s an exciting time for the club 
and I want to contribute to some suc¬ 
cess for our supporters.” 

Kent head coach Matt Walker said: 
“Daniel has worked very hard on all 
aspects of his game and it’s pleasing 
to see the progress he’s made in re¬ 
cent years. 

“The most exciting thing about 
Daniel is how much more there is to 
come and it’s great to see him commit 
his future to the club. 

“He’s shown maturity beyond his 
years since breaking into the side at 


LOYAL: Daniel Bell-Drummond 

the top of the order where there’s no 
hiding place.” 

The Spitfires won their opening 
T20 Blast match last weekend, with 
Bell-Drummond hitting 90 himself 
against the Essex Eagles, but slumped 
to defeat in the week at Gloucester¬ 
shire. 

Kent’s Imran Qayyum said; “I sup- 
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pose it’s a case of mixed feelings for 
me. It was great to get my debut after 
being on the staff for four years, but I 
am disappointed that we lost. 

“Fair play to Gloucestershire, they 
got it right on the day and all credit to 
them. 

“We just need to bounce back 
straight away if we can.” 


County stars picked for world championships 


Athletics 


KENT athletes Adam Gemili, Dina 
Asher-Smith, Jack Green and Tom 
Bosworth have all been named in the 
squad for next month’s world 
championships in London. 

The IAAF event, held in Stratford 
from August 4-13, will see the 
world’s finest athletes descend on the 
capital, five years after it hosted the 
Olympic Games. 

Dartford sprinter Gemili was a 
doubt for the championships earlier 
this month and misses out in the 
200m, but has been selected for the 
4x100m relay, while Maidstone’s 
Green will compete in the 4x400m 
and 400m hurdles. 

Orpington-born Asher-Smith, who 
won Olympic bronze in the 4x100m 



relay in 2016 and finished 5th in the 
2015 200m world championships 
final, returned to action earlier this 


month after suffering fractured a 
bone in her right foot in February. 

She’ll represent Great Britain in 
both disciplines, while Sevenoaks 
race walker Tom Bosworth will also 
be out to impress, after clinching an 
incredible world record last weekend. 

Performance director for British 
Athletics, Neil Black said: “This feels 
bigger for us than Rio. 

“London 2017 is the major global 
sporting event this year and will be 
the biggest occasion the country has 
seen since 2012. 

“We’ve selected some incredibly 
talented athletes, and in many 
events there have been some close 
calls. 

“It’s now up to them to grasp this 
opportunity and produce perform¬ 
ances that will make the whole 
nation proud.” 
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Loftus-Cheek in loan 
move to Crystal Palace 


KENT’S Ruben Loftus-Cheek has joined 
Crystal Palace on a season-long loan deal 
from Chelsea. 

The midfielder, who grew up in Swanley, 
becomes new Eagles manager Frank de 
Boer’s first signing at Selhurst Park after 
completing the move on Wednesday. 

“I had the option of coming to Palace 
and I thought that it would be great for 
me,” Loftus-Cheek told Palace’s official 
site. 

“I live not too far away, I was born in 
Lewisham and Palace is a good club so I 
thought it’s a good chance to play here and 
be a part of the team.” 

The 21-year-old came through the 
Chelsea Academy and made his senior 
first-team debut in the Champions League 
tie against Sporting Lisbon during 
December 2014. 

Loftus-Cheek was played in a more 
advanced role under Antonio Conte last 
season, when he made 11 appearances for 
the Premier League champions as well as 
in the EFL Cup and FA Cup. 



PROSPECT: Loftus-Cheek 
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Dover snap up former 
Tottenham prospect 


DOVER Athletic have snapped up a 
one-time Tottenham Hotspur 
prospect with the signing of Gian- 
carlo Gallifuoco. 

The 23-year-old Australian, who 
played the second half of Tuesday’s 
3-0 win at Deal Town, has signed a 
one-year-deal. 

Gallifuoco first came to England to 
join Spurs when he was 18 in 2012 
and he spent two years with them 


before leaving for Swansea City. 

Able to play in central defence, 
central midfield and at right-back, he 
will wear the number four shirt at 
Crabble and becomes the club’s ninth 
signing of the window, following the 
additions of Ryan Bird, Femi 
Ilesanmi, Tobi Sho-Silva, Connor 
Essam, Manny Parry, Kane Rich¬ 
ards, Mitch Brundle and Jamie Allen 
earlier this summer. 


McMahon hails Coulson signing 


EBBSFLEET United have completed 
their latest signing with the capture 
of versatile 2 3-year-old Luke 
Coulson. 

While favouring a wide midfield 
position, Coulson is equally at home 
at full-back and in central berths and 
joins from Barnet, where he played 
15 times in League Two last season. 

Fleet boss Daryl McMahon told the 
club’s website: “Luke has good 
experience, he’s a player that will be 
familiar to Ebbsfleet fans. 


“We all know what he was like at 
Oxford City, he terrorised us a couple 
of times. 

“He went from Oxford to Eastleigh 
and did really well for them. He was 
talked of about getting a move to the 
Championship at the time. 

“It didn’t quite come through for 
him and it hasn’t really worked out 
at Barnet but he’s coming in here at 
23 and we’ve got another one at a 
good young age with so much 
potential to do very well for us.” 
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